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Co-Prime Minister’s Message
I have been out of circulation for a solid month.  Just got the last box unpacked and computer running yesterday.  Been using my cell phone

for communication and my stitches out on Friday.  The only thing I have as far as a message is thanks for all the well wishes and support and hope
to see everyone at the next meeting.

Mike Miller

I have nothing for the month  sorry.
Joe Torre

Drive and/or Touring Tips and Protocol
Traveling in a caravan presents a unique set of conventions that, when followed, will help insure a safe and pleasant trip as well as extending

consideration to other motorist who share the road. A tour consists of a leader, the cars in the group, and a sweep vehicle.
The Leader will hold a brief meeting prior to departure. The leader’s car will pull out first from the start and follow a pre-determined route.

There will be comfort stops planned at frequent intervals. The leader will spend a lot of time looking in the rear view mirror to check on the group
and will be in communication with the sweep vehicle.

The Sweep vehicle will always be the last car in line. The sweep will be in communication with the leader. Together they will monitor the
position of the group at all times. (Example: If the entire group did not clear the stoplight, the leader will pause or slow the first part of the group
until eye contact can be regained between cars.) After a roadside stop, the sweep vehicle may pull onto the roadway first and hold position to
allow the leader and the entire group to pull onto the road at the same time. But the sweep will always remain at the end.

Group members can help the leader and the sweep by extending these courtesies:
1. Follow the group leader. Turn when the leader turns and so on.
2. If the leader stops the whole group stops. The leader will look for a good spot to pull over that will allow all cars to get safely off the

roadway.
3. Watch the car in front of you and the car behind you. Try to keep both in sight at all times, while maintaining a safe and comfortable

driving distance between cars.
4. Do not pass other members of your group. Generally, try to stay in the same order in line as when you pulled on to the road. (Example: If

you are the 5 car in line try to stay the 5th car in line.) This is very important to the leader when looking back in the rear view mirror.
5. Adjust your speed as needed to assist other motorist trying to pass thru the group.
6. If either the car in front of or behind you gives a signal, you need to pass the signal along up or down the line.
SIGNALS:
If you need to STOP: Signal by flashing your lights, blowing your horn, and give the standard hand signal for stop. (Arm out the window,

bent at the elbow with hand pointing down), this will tell the car in front and behind that you want to stop.
Emergency: (If you need to pull off the roadway immediately, and cannot use the stop signal.) The car in front and behind will be watching

and signal to the others for you. The group will stop.
If you want to Leave the group and not return: Signal by, flashing your lights, and blowing your horn, while waving BY-BY. If you know

you will be doing this, tell the leader in advance. (Example: On the way back home you will be leaving the group at an intersection near your
house).

If you have a cell phone, exchange numbers with the group at the start.

Reprinted from Quadriga News, The newsletter of The North Carolina MG Car Club
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Did you know this?
by Geoff Wheatley  -  October 2008

I have been driving since the 1950s, both in the US and Europe. In all those years I could
never remember which side the filler cap might be when I hired a rental car. Just a few weeks ago
I was visiting the UK with a rental vehicle and, without exception, always seemed to end up on
the wrong side of the fuel pump. This simply added to the frustration of paying almost ten US
dollars for a gallon of fuel. Looking back I can say without exception that I usually forget where
the gas filler cap might be, especially when I am driving my wife’s car or one of my toys (MGs
excepted!).

The procedure when I arrive at the pump is/was to stick my head out of the window, strain
my neck and look, trying to see in the side mirrors and then usually get out of the car to find, nine
times out of ten, that I am on the wrong side! When I returned my hired car to Gatwick airport
UK I mentioned this to the young clerk behind the desk, who looked at me with that look that
only the young can express when dealing with a semisenile individual three times their age!
Without hesitation he asked me if I looked at the gas gauge when filling up. Sure, I replied, why?
He then pointed out that if I look at the icon of a gas pump on the gauge I would notice that the
handle of the gas pump is either pointing left or right. That is the side where the filler cap is
located. In short, if the handle points left, that’s were you put in the fuel or if it’s pointing right,
it’s the right!

In all my years of driving, I never knew this and I would suspect that most of you fall into
the same group. We learn something new every day, even when you are past the three score and
ten age marker like this scribe. One further observation on my recent trip, the hired car was a
small Fiat that could accommodate up to four adults and luggage. It had all the trinkets including
A/C and could cruise along at a steady seventy/ eighty MPH on the fast highways of Europe. The
onboard computer indicated that my average MPG for the visit was 46 MPG and that included
both highway and city driving. The secret has to be the six-speed gearbox that keeps the revs at
a minimum on the highways. Yes, I do think we should have cars such as this in the US, despite
the American motor manufacturers’ objection to these vehicles.
Reprinted from The Dipstick, The Newsletter of the Tidewater MG Classics Car Club

1930 MG M Type Midget
The 1930 MG M type was the first mass pro-

duced MG “sports type car” as it was re-
ferred to by the factory. It was a four cylin-
der car with in the early stages a (partially)
fabric covered body from the windscreen
rearward. It s four cylinder power plant was
really a slightly modified Morris engine.
The car was designed as a “sporty car”
rather than a sports car but it provided such
good road holding and performance abilities it was soon referred
to as a real sports car by the motoring press. In 1930 the factory
entered a team of M type midgets in the Le Mans double twelve race. The cars did well and finished
with an average speed of 60.2 miles per hour for the 24 hours.

The M type was available as I’ve drawn it here as a two seat sports car with the fabric body
previously mentioned. They were also available as a “Sportsman Coupe” with either a fabric covered
body or metal body with a fixed head roof and two rear seats. It was also available as the Double
Twelve midget with cycle wings and a highly tuned engine. Most of these cars were painted in the
brown and cream MG factory colours.

The car drawn was owned by Gerry Gougen and was part of his MG Museum in Westminster
Vermont. It was red with black wings (fenders) and top and a black interior. After Gerry’s death the
cars in the museum were sold and I have no idea of where that car is today.

George R. Herschell, Jr.
Reprinted from mgTalk the newsletter of the Southeastern MGT Register
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Thanks to contributors to this months

TALLY HO:
Mike Miller, The Dipstick, The Newsletter of the Tidewater MG
Classics Car Club,  mgTalk, The newsletter of the Southeastern
MGT Register, Quadriga News, The newsletter of The North
Carolina MG Car Club

in

EUROPE!

COMING EVENTS

September 17th - BBMGs  Meeting at
Po’ Boys - 6:30pm
Sep 25-27 - Southeastern Fall GOF at Lake Chatuge Lodge in
Hiawassee, GA Reservations 1-800-613-4349 Ask for GOF rate of $89
- Host - Southeastern MG-T Register - Info: www.semgtr.org

Oct 2-3 - Palatka 30th Annual Car Show and Artoberfest. Arts &
crafts and home & garden shows, live music & entertainment

Oct 17 - British Car Classic at Buffalo’s Southwestern Grill, Orange
Park, FL

Oct 17 - 9th Annual Navarre Beach Car & Bike Show - Host: Navarre
Area Board of Realtors - Info:  navarrecarandbikeshow.com or
nabordana@bellsouth.net

Nov 7 - BRIT BASH at Wickham, Melbourne, FL

Nov 7-8 - Roar & Soar at the Fantasy of Flight

Nov 14-15 -2009 Vintage Motor Classic - St Petersburg Yacht Club-
Info: www.spyc.org

Apr. 8-11, 2010 - MG GOF South Mk 44 - Jekyll Island, GA - Back
to Jekyll for the 44th Gathering Of the Faithful.  Info coming !!

Apil 19 - MileZeroGT6 - Key West - Info coming.

Jul 1-3, 2010 GOF Central XXXII at Lake Erie in Sandusky, OH –
All MGs Welcome – Host  Ohio Chapter, NEMGTR

Sept 11-12 - 13th Annual BRITS at the SHOALS, Florence, AL
Info: www.shoalsbritishcars.org

Nov. 5,6,7, 2010 - JAMBOREE 17 - probably at Holiday Inn
SunSpree, St. Petersburg

Jun 12-18, 2011 MG2011 NACouncil of MG Registers, All-Register
Gathering at Reno-Tahoe, Nev. – Info:www.mgcars.org.uk/mgcouncil

FYI We’re on the Web!
www.bigbendmgs.com

1952 MGTD
Limitied Edition
R e p l i c a r -
Manufactured by
London Motors
Corp.,  Dearborn,
MI in 1984,  and
so ld  by  GM a t
Ennesy  Buick
Cadi l lac ,  Vero
Beach .  THIS  IS
NOT A KIT CAR!
Air-Cooled  1 .8
liter 4-cyl. rear mount engine, 4-speed manual. Excellent
Condition! $9,990.00 Information: 904-377-1961 or
Tiffanysattic @aol.com. Location World Golf Village, St.
Augustine, FL

Tally Ho Distribution
The Tally Ho is distributed exclusively by email. Production and mailing costs of the printed version were almost exceeding the

cost of club membership. So rather than increase the dues, we are following the lead of most other car clubs and switching to an all-
electronic version (PDF.) for all members with an email address.

In addition to saving the club money, there are several advantages: We get it to you quicker, and you see all the photographs in
color. And you can print it out on your own printer at your leisure, if you’d like.

Please make sure to include your email address printed neatly when renewing your membership.

MAGNETIC DRAIN PLUGS: Magnetic drain plugs, according
to an SAE paper which describes carefully documented tests, will
double the life of transmissions and differentials. They extract all
ferrous metal which the unit is continually creating and which
may pass through and damage highly polished bearings with the
unfiltered oil. The same is true of engines that do not have full
flow filtration. They are a 100 percent contaminant remover as
long as the contaminant is iron based, which we know is not al-
ways the case. Magnetic plugs are used extensively in aircraft and
heavy machinery oil systems. Perhaps as important, they allow
you to see wear in the unit in which they are installed. I found a
piece of a gear tooth in one of my gearboxes. Upon disassembly I
found a badly chipped tooth, which could have created very ex-
pensive damage. Gearboxes do not have a filter as engines do, so
they have no protection. A magnetic drain plug is strongly recom-
mended. In that no major parts supplier offers these items for
XPAG/EG engines or any MG gearboxes, we can now provide
them.
MGTC, TD, TF gearbox magnetic drain plug & gasket. $35.
MGTC, TD, TF engine magnetic drain plug & gasket. $25. MGA,
MGB gearbox magnetic drain plug.  $25. MGA, MGB engine
magnetic drain plug & gasket $12. All prices are plus shipping.
Vintage racers-let me know if you would like me to drill a safety
wire hole!
The Classic MG Shop, 68 Roscrea Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32309,
850-385-2821, bengle001@comcast.net


