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Prime Minister’s Message:
It has been wickedly hot in Tallahassee the majority of this sum-

mer, not to mention moist, a combination which means more mainte-
nance for our cars. With our upcoming meeting Thursday, September
16th at PoBoys Restaurant at 1425 Village Square Boulevard (Talla-
hassee), I plan to spend some time this weekend polishing and primp-
ing the Midget to make it  presentable. With any luck, it will be cool
enough to enjoy the drive on the day of the meeting next week.

With the onset of Fall comes the busy season for car shows. Fu-
ture planned events include:

The 22nd edition of the British Car Classic in St. Augustine on
October 2nd, an event I have attended several times. It is on the site of
an authentic British Pub and has always had a very interesting assort-
ment of vehicles, attendees, pub food and beers from across the pond,
a hard combination to beat.

The Sixth Annual Tallahassee All Car Club Show and Shine will
be held at the Tallahassee Antique Car Museum on October 23rd from
10 am to 2 pm, rain or shine. This event is billed as a memorial to Dan
Isaacs, Dick Heburn and Doris Ramsey and is used as a support of the
Florida Highway Patrols program collecting stuffed animals for distri-
bution to children who are victims of car accidents.

Also, what has become an annual event sponsored by Big Bend
MGs with cooperation and participation with other clubs, the Picnic at
Wakulla  Springs, this year scheduled for October 30th. Blair Engle
and Joe Torre are coordinating this event.

Look elsewhere in this newsletter for information on other events
and please participate in at least one!

I hope to see everyone at the meeting next week.

MG Handling Primer
by Don Schmidt

Adjusting Over -  Steer
To increase over - steer To decrease over - steer
Larger rear roll bar Smaller rear roll bar
Raise rear ride height Lower rear ride height
Stiffer rear spring rate Softer rear spring rate
More rear tire pressure less rear tire pressure

If you elect to do a handling tune up make one change at a time
so you can judge the results.  Lastly toe and caster settings
affect handling dynamics (responsiveness and stability) so have
these checked before you start tuning.

When a car is completely neutral it will slide the front and rear
equally at the limit in the classic four wheel drift.  Increasing or
decreasing throttle or applying brake will cause changes in the
cars balance.  That — you will need to sort that out in drivers
ed.

Some of our young at heart owners may have an interest in MG driving
games, such as solo, slalom or gymkhana.  Some may just want a car
that carves corners more to their liking.  Just a little improvement in the
handling department would suit some of you just fine.  Stock is OK but
what is “stock” for these cars that have been restored, fixed, worn in,
worn out, bent, and unbent.  We are using modern tires and springs that
are either worn out or replaced with units from who knows where.

A car either over-steers, under-steers or is neutral.  A NASCAR racer
once described these conditions as so “If it under-steers it runs straight
into the fence. If it over-steers it snaps around and runs into the fence
backwards.” A chart for suspension tuning follows:

Adjusting Under - Steer
To increase under - steer To decrease under - steer
Larger front roll bar Smaller front roll bar
Raise front ride height Lower front ride height
Less negative camber More negative camber
Higher front spring rate Softer front spring rate
More front tire pressure Less front tire pressure
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Sure would like to be thanking YOU also!

COMING EVENTS
Sep.  16th - BBMGs Meeting - PoBoys Restaurant, 1425
Village Square Boulevard, the meeting begins at 6:30 pm.
Sep. 11th - Atlanta British Car Fayre - Info: www.babg.org/BritishCarFayre.htm

Sep. 24/25 - 11th Annual Autumn in the Mountains Hendersonville, NC.

Sep. 24-26 - S.E. British Car Festival - Dillard, GA- Peachtree MG Register.

Oct.  2 - British Car Day - Kings Head British Pub - on US1 about 6 miles North of
St. Augustine - Look for the double decker bus!

Oct. 23 - 6th Annual.Tallahassee All Car Club Show & Shine - Tall. Antique Car
Museum - 10:00am - 2:00pm

Oct. 23 - Lake City Veterans Benefit Car Show - Info. pages 2 & 3

Oct 30 - Tallaassee Car Club Picnic  - Wakulla SpringsState Park

Oct. 30 - Brit Bash - Vero Beach, FL  - Riverside Oaks Park - Info:
britbash@comcast.net

Nov. 5 -7  - JAMBOREE 17 - Riverside Inn in Homosassa Springs Info: pages 6 & 7

Apr. 8-11 - GOF S - Weeki Wachee, FL  -  englishcarclub@yahoo.com

Apr. 25-28, 11 - NAMGAR Mile Zero GT7 Key West - Key West, FL

Jun 12-18, 11 MG2011 NA Council of MG Registers, All-Register Gathering at Reno-
Tahoe, NV – Info:www.mgcars.org.uk/mgcouncil
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CLASSIFIED
1965 Austin Healey Sprite MK III
The car VIN is HAN8L44445 with  engine number 12CD-DA-H7948, so it has a 1275 engine.
Recent professional mechanicalwork includes engine & transmission removed to replace speedo
gear, throw out bearing &pilot bearing. Previously brakes were checked, engine tuned and new
wiring harness installed. Car has
recent new tires, paint, new car-
pet and amateur interior installed,
has top frame but no top. All
documentation included. Over
5K spent to make car roadworthy.
I MUST SELL IT, so reasonable
offers over 3K are welcome. Car
is in Tallahassee. Clear Florida
title and vintage tag. I will answer
any questions  and am motivated
to sacrifice it to finish my 1967
MGB finally.
 bthom32312@aol.com or 850-385-6581 and ask for Bill.  Member of Big Bend MGs & Past PM


