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Prime Minister’s Message: Bill Fortenberry provided this Information
BBMGers who own more than one LBC might answer this:
Q: How many classic Brit sports cars are too many to own?
A: If you are asking that question, you have obviously never driven a
classic Brit sports car at full throttle on a winding mountain road on a
beautiful Fall day.

FYI: The Peachtree MG Registry will be hosting the NAMBGR MG
2012 in Atlanta. Mid-summer? Close enough to Tallahassee for BBMGs
folks to attend! Hopefully BBMGs folks will, as chapter members.

Because Peachtree MG’s will be hosting the MG 2012, the next
Dillard All-Brit show will be in 2014 as it is a bi-annual event.

Some pictures from this years show are here:
http://picasaweb.google.com/118102350925765838906/

SoutheastBritishCarFestival2010#

RELAYS !  Really !!
Incorporating up-rated electrical compo-

nents in our LBCs often increases the amper-
age draw on various circuits involved.  In
many cases the current draw will exceed the
capacity (especially under the dash ) of exist-
ing wires.  Heavy current draw devices pumps,
fans, lights, horns or sound systems can eas-
ily and safely be controlled by the use of re-
lays.  A relay uses a low amperage circuit to
trigger a high amperage switch.  Starters are
commonly controlled by a relay.  On the MGA
the electrical trigger in the starter circuit is
replaced by the nut on the steering wheel or
alternately by the weight in the drivers seat.

The diagram refers to a standard Bosch
Relay commonly available from most parts
houses.  You could also obtain a hand full of
relays from a junk yard for a little money and

a little work.  While you are at it get the socket
with 6" of the wire.  If you look at the terminal
markings they will be marked 30, 85, 86, 87,
and 87A.

The control portion of the relay is marked
#85 and #86.  To activate the control you ap-

ply power to one side (#85 or #86 it doesn’t
mater) and ground the other, this activates a
magnetic coil (a solenoid) to move the relays
internal switch.  There are a number of ways
to activate the control using pressure, tempera-
ture, or contact sensors on either the powered
or grounded side.

The power portion of the relay receives
battery power through the #30 terminal.  When
the control circuit is activated, power is trans-
ferred to terminal #87 which is usually wired
to the load.  When the control circuit is deac-
tivated, terminal #87A is connected directly
to power terminal #30.  This feature provides
2 options for load control.

Safety Fast

by Don Schmidt

Winning
1st In Class for XJS

Bill Fortenberry.

Notice Bill is wearing
a Peachtree club shirt
and two nametags, a

Peachtree and
BBMGs!.

October in North Florida, no better time of the year. Cool,
dry, crisp mornings, mild afternoons. No better weather on the
planet for topless motoring.

Fall also brings other favorites not the least of which is the
election season.

While there are no shortage of egos seeking well paid public
office, there also has been a positive response from club
members for our volunteer positions in club leadership. One
post, however,  remains lacking a candidate, Prime Minister.
It is time for a new face at the helm, or more appropriately the
driver’s seat. This will be the main topic of the meeting.
Please put serious thought over the days before the meeting
over what the club means to you and what you are willing to
contribute to its continued viability.

I look forward to seeing you all at PoBoys on Village
Commons Boulevard at 6:30 next Thursday, October 21st.

JP



To make the statement that our car projects
tend to have many varied elements to them
practically goes without saying. And so it
was for me when replacing the carpeting in
my MGA. If it’s a simple case of removing
the old and gluing in the new, then more
power to you. But, even with this as the
goal, one might not want to lose sight of all
those famous Saturday morning projects that
should take 30 minutes and end up taking all
day. I’m not the only one who knows about
these, am I?

I realized this was going to be a big project
and expected not to be able to predict
everything that could come into play. I
figured that carpet replacement would surely
involve more than just the obvious, and
therefore would require a pretty good chunk
of time.

From the beginning, I knew this was a
summertime venture so as not to jeopardize
the good driving weather. Yet my reality was
having only an open carport from which to
do the work. Yes, it was a covered space
with 21/2 walls, but I could just visualize
how much fun I was going to have with the
Florida heat in September and the
mosquitoes. Therefore, the first thing would
be to enclose the garage. Okay, this added
project would cost me $7,000 and I hadn’t
even bought the carpeting yet!
The new carpet arrived. And yet, three entire
years passed before that rather large block of
time became available that was needed to
install it. You read it right, three years. At
least during that period, the garage was
enclosed! As it turned out, only after retiring
did this window of opportunity present
itself.

I should point out that it was about then
when I noticed a significant difference in my
income, comparing the full time job to social
security. I only mention this, and it may not
be completely fair, but I am tempted to add
those lost dollars as well to the price of the
carpet job.

As the planets eventually aligned, it was
finally time to start the work. I figured I’d
need plenty of room to spread everything
out. There had to be a place to store the
seats, and I’d need tables close to the car for
tools, etc. I would find out later that no
amount of table space would be enough for
this project. Music would be nice, so I’d also

want to set up a CD player. And of course,
I’d need a place for my favorite chair from
which to properly contemplate my next
moves. Initially, I had expected setup to be
one of those 30 minute jobs. But, a major
clean up and rearrangement of the garage
was obviously the first order of business.
And, yes, that took all day.

In my quest for “how to” on carpet
installation, I discovered several good
articles on the subject in the tech section on
the website mgaguru.com. This has always
been an extremely helpful resource. One of
these articles warned me not to expect
instructions to come with the material. A
suggestion was made to be sure all the
correct pieces were indeed shipped by laying
them out and to be prepared to do some
trimming to fit. Sure enough, when opening
the box, there were no instructions. And with
few exceptions, it looked to me like I was
now the proud owner of a bunch of
nondescript scraps that could not possibly be
worth what I paid for them. In fact, I could
just visualize a crazed person in the stock
room gathering these pieces together and
having a good chuckle about the poor
schmuck who would have to figure out what
to do with them. Next came another
unexpected observation. Even though I was
pleased with the quality of the carpet itself, I
was not by the binding. It was a shiny, thin
vinyl. I had just assumed it would be like
what was on the old carpeting; a thick black
thread wrapped tightly along the edge called

surging. If you’ve noticed, I had already
done a lot of assuming and not much of it
had turned out to be accurate yet. Lesson
one may be to not assume anything. Well,
that’s a whole lot easier said than done.
Almost immediately, I found myself
“assuming”, once again, it would be easy to
find alternative choices of binding. I called
around to carpet shops and quickly learned
that virtually no one does carpet binding
locally anymore. And even if they did,
heaven forbid if you needed it applied on a
curved edge.

I was disappointed with the ensuing
realization of apparently having to accept
being less than satisfied with my finished
product. But, then I remembered Benny
Lesch, of Lesch Designs, who had installed
a cloth hood on my MGA 4 or 5 years ago.
He had done a beautiful job and I knew him
to be a craftsman. Benny said he’d be happy
to do the binding and that he had his own
machine and did auto carpeting all the time.
Hallelujah! He would also be able to do the
tricky sewing of the armrest to the carpet,
another major hurdle. I had previously been
unable to find any mention of how to
accomplish that attachment in anything I
had read. So my spirits were lifted and I
now knew, that with any luck, and with the
amount of my own time that I was willing to
invest, this project was going to turn out
well after all!

(To be continued...)

New Carpet for My MGA
(plus multifarious and related concerns)
by Tom Phares

EARL & Tom







Drive Shaft & U-Joints
by Barry Rosenberg

Reprinted from Peachtree MG Registry newsletter
The Registery

The topic for this month shall be drive shafts and u-joints. On
MGBs , the drive shaft is easy to remove; four bolts at either end and
it will come out the bottom. On Midgets, up to the 1500s, you need
only remove the rear four bolts and pull the shaft out of the trans. Just
jack the rear end up as high as you can. This will keep the fluid from
running out of the trans and onto you and the floor. If you have a
TR4A thru TR6, you have to remove either the trans or differential.

Fortunately for the Triumph owners, the TRs have bigger joints
than MGs and do not go out as often. MGs use a small u-joint and
they are notorious for wearing them out. So, how do you know if
yours are bad? Place the car on level ground and engage 1st gear. Let
the clutch out rapidly then push it in and go for reverse. Let the clutch
out rapidly again and listen for a very metallic clank. Only one. Go
back and forth a few times listening for the clank. If it is there then so
are worn u-joints.

There is no great secret or tricks to installing your own ujoints.
You will need a vice, large hammer (I prefer a copper one), needle
nose pliers, small tipped screw driver, heavy grease, a socket (six or
12 points), small socket or something to install the grease fitting when
done. If I mention any other tools later, just add them to the list.

Before you can install a ujoint, you have to remove the old ones.
I will assume here that you have new ones in hand. First, most drive
shafts are two-piece units. There are two arrows, one on each part,
that show how to realign the shaft after putting the joints in. If you
cannot find the arrows on the sliding end, then just clean an area and
make your own. It is important that the shaft go back together in the
correct alignment. It can cause a bad vibration. Now, make the shaft
into two pieces. Start on either end. First, remove the cir-clips hold-
ing the u-joint cups in. There are four for each u-joint. Some have
small holes for cir-clip removers and others have bigger holes that
the pliers will fit. Small needle nose will fit just fine. Pinch the holes
together and slide the little screwdriver under the cir-clip. Work it all
the way out but watch out for the spring or pop they can have. Now
the cups will come out.

Place the end of the shaft in the vice, but not very tight, with the
flange hanging over the edge. Have a cup in the flange pointing up.
Knock the flange with your copper hammer until you see the cup rise
out of the hole it sits in. Continue hitting it until the cup is all the way
out. Turn the drive shaft over and remove the other cup from the
flange.

Once both cups are out, loosen the vice and place the ends of the
old u-joint across the vice jaws so that the rest of the drive shaft will
go between the vice jaws. Now tap down on the drive shaft as close to
the cups as you can. DO NOT hit the tubing of the shaft or it will
dent. If you want, support the other end of the shaft so that it lies
level, and then use a socket big enough for the cup to fit into. Place it
over the cup and beat this down. It will force the cup up and out of the
drive shaft. It should come all the way out. Turn the shaft over and
repeat. You should now have the u-joint out and the holes in the shaft
and flange cleaned out. Open the new u-joint and carefully take the
four cups off the cross shafts. Take some of the heavy grease and fill
the cups over 1/2 full with it. Smooth out the inside making very sure
no needle bearings were moved while filling. If ones falls, just put it
back. They should stand up inside the cup and the heavy grease keeps

them their. Put one cup over a hole in the drive shaft and tap the cup in
most of the way. Take the new cross shaft from the new joint and fit it
inside the drive shaft. If it has a grease fitting, pay strict attention to
the correct placement of the cross shaft. There should be a notch in the
end of the drive shaft where the grease fitting will fit when screwed
into the joint assembly.

If you have that figured out, then put the cross shaft into the drive
shaft and slide it into the cup, all the way. Now take the smaller socket,
one that fits the cup, and tap it down on top of the cup. Turn the drive
shaft over and place the next cup onto the opposite side of the cross
shaft. Gently tap it down also until it all fits together, after you tap in
the first cup, you can install one of the new cir-clips in the driveshaft
behind the cup. Drive the other cup down until it will not go further.
Install another circlip there.

All you need to do now is to put the other two cups into the flange
with the bolt holes in it. Once the cups are in, install the retainer cir-
clips into each end of the flange. If you have four cups and four cir-
clips installed and the driveshaft still has flex to it, you are done at
that end. Get the other piece and repeat the steps for the other end.
You have just successfully replaced your u-joints. By the time you are
putting the last cup into the drive shaft; grease should be coming out
the hole for the fitting. Put the grease fitting into the u-joint. The as-
sembly should need no grease right now if you filled each cup before-
hand. Put the drive shaft back under the car and tighten the bolts as
tight as you can.

Now, test for the clank again. If you still here a clunk, not a clank,
then you have another problem. Wait for another tech article for the
possible causes of it. That is all there is. Of course, you should use
new nuts on the drive shaft bolts and maybe new grease instead of
used grease.

See y’all on the road. Barry
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FYI We’re on the Web!
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Thanks to the contributors to
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JP Brown

Don Schmidt

Tom Phares

Bill Fortenberry

Barry Rosenberg, Peachtree Registry newsletter The Registry

Sure would like to be thanking YOU also!

COMING EVENTS
Oct.  21st - BBMGs Meeting - PoBoys Restaurant, 1425
Village Square Boulevard, the meeting begins at 6:30 pm.
Oct. 23 - 6th Annual.Tallahassee All Car Club Show & Shine - Tall. Antique Car
Museum - 10:00am - 2:00pm

Oct. 23 - Lake City Veterans Benefit Car Show

Oct. 23 - Clay County Cruisers - Back to the 50s Car Show

Oct 30 - Tallaassee Car Clubs Picnic  - Wakulla Springs State Park

Oct. 30 - Brit Bash - Vero Beach, FL  - Riverside Oaks Park - Info:
britbash@comcast.net

Nov. 5 -7  - JAMBOREE 17 - Riverside Inn in Homosassa Springs Info: pages 6 & 7

Apr. 8-11,11 - GOF S - Weeki Wachee, FL  -  englishcarclub@yahoo.com

Apr. 25-28, 11 - NAMGAR Mile Zero GT7 Key West - Key West, FL

Jun 12-18, 11 MG2011 NA Council of MG Registers, All-Register Gathering at Reno-
Tahoe, NV – Info:www.mgcars.org.uk/mgcouncil

The purpose of the BBMGs is to
encourage the members in the

acquisition, preservation,
restoration, exhibition, and use of

the MG automobile

www.bigbendmgs.com
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CLASSIFIED
1965 Austin Healey Sprite MK III
The car VIN is HAN8L44445 with  engine number 12CD-DA-H7948, so it has a 1275 engine.
Recent professional mechanicalwork includes engine & transmission removed to replace speedo
gear, throw out bearing &pilot bearing. Previously brakes were checked, engine tuned and new
wiring harness installed. Car has
recent new tires, paint, new car-
pet and amateur interior installed,
has top frame but no top. All
documentation included. Over
5K spent to make car roadworthy.
I MUST SELL IT, so reasonable
offers over 3K are welcome. Car
is in Tallahassee. Clear Florida
title and vintage tag. I will answer
any questions  and am motivated
to sacrifice it to finish my 1967
MGB finally.
 bthom32312@aol.com or 850-385-6581 and ask for Bill.  Member of Big Bend MGs & Past PM


