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Summer heat got us beat?..I didn’t think
so. The Big Bend MGs last meeting was well
attended but honestly not a whole lot of new
business was discussed. As you can imagine it
has been pretty hot down here in Tallahassee.
We have had temperatures in the 100s and in-
dexes as high as 112! So the “hot” topic of dis-
cussion was of course the weather. I really
don’t know whose idea it was but a suggestion
to have a club drive was uttered. I think maybe
Don called me a wussy for not driving my car
to the meeting. I came back with a quick and
sharp counter-remark like, “I know you are but
what am I?” Then I think Joe remarked that
we should settle this the old fashioned way.
Someone let out a scream then Jan fainted.. no
no it was Jon, yes Jon fainted. Well one thing
lead to another and pow!!!! We decided it
would be a good idea to take a drive out to the
lighthouse. It’s how it happened folks I couldn’t
make this stuff up, honest. So we have a few
options for the drive that haven’t been decided
on as of this letter. I’m sure we will have it
worked out by the next meeting. By the way,
the meeting is going to be a drive on Saturday
the 18th of July. Meeting time and place will
go out soon.

I personally haven’t seen too many non-
air-conditioned MGs out on the road lately.
With of course the exception being yours true-
lees. I have been driving Killer quite a bit re-
cently, albeit on short grocery runs and out to
the golf course. She’s running pretty ragged
and loud as hell but, I usually get there. I was
joking with Joe Torre in an email yesterday
that I was just begging to get caught with my
top down in one of our pop up showers. Sure
enough I took the boy to the driving range af-
ter work on Tuesday and wooosh!! down it
came. We just pulled out our drivers and the
lighting horn sounded. Usually, thinking that
the course is just being too cautious with the
signal to take cover I contemplated ignoring
it. But, since it would be kind of tough explain-
ing to Julie I got the boy zapped playing golf,
I reluctantly said lets pack up. Not that AJ
didn’t give me a “come on dad just a couple”.
I was firm as the roll of thunder grew louder

Prime Minister’s Message
and I would say about four seconds went by
when it turned into a scene from Gilligan’s Is-
land. The rain came down sideways and stung
too. The car was a good run with both mine
and his clubs in tow. We were absolutely
soaked and so was the car. I left the back win-
dow zipper down to accommodate the golf bag
and both windows were down. Making it to
the relative safety of the car we composed our-
selves and scooted on home. Did I mention
the defrost fan motor is not exactly putting it
out there like it used to? Add in a 30 year year
old wiper motor and it was an interesting ride
home. I was also rudely reminded why I don’t
drive my car in the rain. It’s not what you think!
You are probably thinking, “Mike, you don’t
drive your car when it’s raining because it’s a
cherry of a show car.” Sure, even the untrained
eye would noticed this was no ordinary clas-
sic car. I mean with it’s gleaming paint and
perfect seams. All of the gorgeous women
hanging all over it....(Julie pokes my shoul-
der). “Mike wake up and get back to the let-

ter! “ Oh yeah right...The car leaks like a sieve
is why I don’t drive it in the rain. Sorry I spaced
out there for a second.

Luckily, as some of you know who were
at the meeting, Julie and I were fortunate
enough to take a short trip out to California.
We dove a convertible down the coast from
Napa to Carmel and into Big Sur. Hands down
the best mini vacation ever! The Pacific Coast
Highway was breathtaking. Here are a few pic-
tures from the trip. It was really cool to see
these old Jaguars on the road, they really
purred. Pun intended.

OK folks, that’s all the material I have.
I’ll go out on a limb and say that the drive out
to St. Marks lighthouse was great and a fun
time was had by all. I can say that because
when we get together it’s never a bad time.

Stay tuned next month, Joe Torre will be
addressing the masses and unveiling his
freshly restored MGB!!! Ooooh! Joe sorry to
put the pressure on you like that. Tag yer it!

Mike Miller







Moss Motors Press Releases:

Ethanol in Gasoline and what it means to you
Based on comments and questions we are getting from all over the world, many of us are already using gasoline that contains 5% or 10% (or

more) ethanol. Ethanol is an alcohol, made from corn or grains, that is added to oxygenate gasoline. It is a replacement for the MTBE wh ich is
no longer being used. Gasoline with ethanol is called E10, E85, corn fuel, alcohol fuel and reformulated or renewable fuel. For the purpose of
this document, we will refer to a gasoline-ethanol blend as E-10 fuel. There is a great deal of information out there, some good, some bad, and
it is very hard to come to grips with the facts. We are going to try and present the best information we have on ethanol and what effects it may

have on your vehicle.
WHY SHOULD I BE CONCERNED?

There will be more problems for the own-
ers of Classic British cars, because, unlike
more modern vehicles, the older gas tanks are
vented to the atmosphere. Moisture from the
air has always been an issue for us ̂  how many
of you have had to deal with a rusty gas tank?
Aside from the problems reported with etha-
nol „attacking‰ fuel system components,
most of the problems we are having with etha-
nol are really problems with water.

Ethanol and Water
Ethanol absorbs water from the atmo-

sphere. Gasoline with 10% ethanol can absorb
50 times as much water as gasoline without
alcohol. At 70° F, gasoline without ethanol will
hold water at a concentration of about 150 parts
per million (PPM). Gasoline with 10%20etha-
nol will hold between 6,000 and 7,000 PPM.
If the ethanol and the water remain mixed with
the gasoline, they will pass through the fuel
system and they will be burned or converted
to steam in the engine.

Phase Separation
The ethanol will continue to absorb water

from the atmosphere only up to a point. With
10% ethanol, when the water reaches 0.5% (3.8
teaspoons per gallon), phase separation will
occur. Phase separation is the term used to de-
scribe the formation of distinct layers, with a
thicker layer of gasoline mixed with a little
ethanol on top, and a thinner layer of water
and more ethanol on the bottom. The lower
layer can have as much as 75% ethanol in it.
This process is unavoidable, and it can also be
triggered by a drop in temperature.

PHASE SEPARATION
RELATED PROBLEMS

Shelf Life
A gasoline-ethanol mix will absorb water

until it reaches a concentration that triggers
the phase separation. E-10 gasoline has a 90
day shelf life when kept in a sealed tank. At
about 100 days, even in a sealed tank, it may
have absorbed enough water to begin to sepa-
rate. With a vented gas tank, there will be sig-
nificant amounts of water in the tank in 30 to
45 days. With 10% ethanol blends, it is sug-
gested that you replace the fuel in the tank on
a 2 to 4 week cycle.

Octane
When gasoline and etha nol are mixed,

the octane rating achieved is due partly to the
ethanol. When phase separation occurs, the
octane rating of the fuel can drop by as much
as 3 points, and there is an increased risk of
detonation, knocking orpinging.

Rough Running (or stalling)
Because the water-ethanol mix is at the

bottom of the tank, the fuel pump may pick up
a slug of this mixture, and the engine will run
very poorly or perhaps die.

Corrosion and Rust
Water in contact with the bottom of the

fuel tank and inside the fuel lines will cause
rust, and that in turn will tend to clog fuel fil-
ters and lines.

Ethanol and its Effect on Normal
Engine Operation

Mixture: Ethanol blends will affect the air/
fuel ratio because of the additional oxygen mol-
ecules within the ethanol’s chemical structure.

Vapor Lock
Probability of vapor lock or hot restart

problems will be increased because the vapor
pressure of the gasoline with ethanol will be
greater (if the base fuel is not chemically ad-
justed).

Corrosion and Rust
Various studies seem to indicate that fuel

with up to 10% ethanol do not increase rust
and corrosion under normal conditions. How-
ever, see notes under phase s eparation above.

SPECIFIC ISSUES FOR
BRITISH CARS OWNERS

Ethanol can react with materials that were
impervious to gasoline. It’s about age  Engines
and fuel systems designed after 1996 should
be able to tolerate ethanol blends up to 10%,
but systems and components designed before
that will have problems.

Seals
Seals may shrink, swell, or deteriorate

depending on the material that are made from.
Fuel Tanks
Tanks (and fuel lines) in use for years will

have deposits that may be loosened by etha-
nol, and the loose debris may clog fuel filters
or cause the needle and seat to stick open, caus-
ing flooding.

Hoses
Some rubber hoses will dry-out or dete-

riorate when exposed to gasoline/ethanol mix-
tures. Presumably, more problems will arise
as the percentage of ethanol increases.

Float valves with plastic needles
“Lawrie Alexander reports that in some

cases it has been necessary to shave a few thou-
sandths off the four vanes of the plastic needles,
allowing them to ride smoothly inside the brass
tubes.”

Alternately, use all-brass needles & seats
Viton tipped needles
All the testing we have done indicates that

DuPont Viton is inert when exposed to dena-
tured alcohol. We have not checked to see what
happens when exposed to grain alcohol.

Fuel Pumps
If the diaphragm is rubber, there may be

problems, but in general we are not aware of
any problems linked specifically to ethanol.

Gaskets
Ethanol may attack the rubber in rubber/

cork composite gaskets. This may be more of
a problem as the amount of ethanol in gaso-
line increases. Fiber washers & gaskets are ap-
parently not affected.

Aluminum, aluminum alloys
Ethanol does not seem to pose a threat to

aluminum when it is 10% or less of the gas-
alcohol mixture. At 25%, it will attack the alu-
minum.

Floats in carburettors
The TR 4-4A Zenith-Stromberg floats that

were made of foam covered with a “skin” may
deteriorate when exposed to ethanol. Other
plastic floats (like those used by SU) may be
affected.

PRECAUTIONS TO TAKE
TO AVOID PROBLEMS

If you use an ethanol blend, try to run your
engine on clean, fresh fuel. Think about shelf
life.

Keep the tank as full as practical to minimize
the amount of air and moisture in the tank

If you have a sealed fuel system (not vented),
make sure it is truly sealed.

Keep engine parts well lubricated to counter-
act the solvent effect of ethanol.

Check the gasoline in your tank for water con-
tamination/phase separation. Properly discard
any fuel that appears to have gone bad. Resist
the temptation to use bad gas in other small
gas-powered equipment.

Keep your engine tuned and stick to the fac-
tory recommended maintenance schedule.



Consider buying gasoline with a higher
octane to be certain that you will always be
running your engine on the minimum octane
necessary for good performance.

Consider fuel additives that will counter-
act the problems caused by the ethanol and
water it absorbs.

SO WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO?
We will talk about normal week-to-week

operation, and deal with winterizing separately.

First thing you need to do is to deter-
mine if you have water in the tank.

Because water will collect at the bottom
of the tank, loosening the drain plug a little
may allow you to capture a small sample is a
metal container. You may be able to detect the
presence of water or a water-ethanol mixture.
You can also use a test kit. Moss Part Num-
ber: 220-362 Water Probe Indicator

The 220-362 Water Probe Indicator will
detect the presence of water in your gas tank.
You will need to determine if you can pass a
dip stick through the filler neck all the way to
the bottom of the gas tank. Simply apply the
Water Probe detector on the dip stick, which
turns red to show the exact level of water in
your fuel tank.

What you do next will depend on what
you discover.

If you do find water in the tank, please
refer to the section below.

The 220-362 Water Probe Indicator will
detect the presence of water in your gas tank.
You will need to determine if you can pass a
dip stick through the filler neck all the way to
the bottom of the gas tank. Simply apply the
Water Probe detector on the dip stick, which
turns red to show the exact level of water in
your fuel tank.

Most of us don’t drive our British cars on
a daily basis. The relatively short shelf-life of
30-45 days in a vented tank, or 90 days in a
non-vented tank is an obvious concern. With
the price of a gallon of gas being what it is,
the thought of draining the tank every 45 days
(vented tank) or 90 days (non-vented tank) is
not something to look forward to, never mind
the challenge of disposing of the fuel prop-
erly. By adding a stabilizer to the fuel, we can
delay the phase separation that will eventu-
ally occur. This increases the shelf life to about
60 days in a vented tank, and about 180 days
in a non-vented tank. E-Xtend is a fuel preser-

vative formulated specifically to do just that.
It also contains antioxidants and de-gumming
agents to help fight sludge, and prevent resin
deposits and gum from forming in the fuel tank.
Fuel filters will stay cleaner longer and engines
will run better. E-Xtend should be mixed with
the fuel every time you buy gas. For fuel with
10% ethanol, the ratio is 1 ounce for every 6
gallons of gas, so one 8 ounce bottle will treat
48 gallons of fuel. The long-neck bottle makes
it easy to pour into the filler neck. Moss Part
Number: 220-360 E-Xtend E-Fuel Treatment
(8 oz)

If you do find water in the tank.
What you do depends on how much water

there is. Unfortunately we are not in a position
to use terms more specific than excessive. If
there is an excessive amount, you could drain
the tank using standard shop safety procedures
and dispose of the contaminated fuel in accor-
dance with your local hazardous waste disposal
regulations. Contact your local authorities be-
fore you drain the tank. If the amount of water
in the tank is not excessive you can add some-
thing to the fuel to re-mix the gasoline, etha-
nol and water back together.

E-Zorb will totally emulsify the water
ethanol layer that formed at the bottom of your
gas tank as a result of phase separation. The
water and ethanol will mix back into the rest
of the fuel in the tank. The water will pass with
the gasoline through the finest filters and go
through the engine, finally leaving as steam.
The octane (up to 3 points) lost when most of
the ethanol separated from the gasoline will
be regained. If you have w ater in the gas tank,
E-Zorb should be mixed in the ratio 1 ounce to
20 gallons of gasoline with ethanol. That means
the one pint (16 oz.) bottle will treat 320 gal-
lons. It will be necessary to agitate the fuel in
the tank by rocking the car from side to side
and bouncing it up and down. Moss Part Num-
ber:  220-355 E-Zorb E-Fuel Treatment (16 oz)

WINTERIZING THE FUEL SYSTEM
Any vented fuel tank containing a gasoline-

ethanol blend that stands for longer than 30-
45 days should be treated with the following
winterizing procedures to maintain the integ-
rity of the fuel.

1. Try to determine if there is any stand-
ing water/ethanol on the bottom of the tank.
Review the procedure above.

2. If there is an excessive amount, you
could drain the tank using standard shop safety

procedures and dispose of the contaminated
fuel in accordance with your local hazardous
waste disposal regulations. Contact your lo-
cal authorities before you drain the tank.

3. If no water is indicated, add 220-355
E-Zorb at the suggested ratio of 1 ounce to 20
gallons of E-10 gasoline to compensate for
condensation that will occur during storage.

4. Now add 220-375 Store-N-Start20to the
tank at a ratio of 1 ounce to 5 gallons of E-10
gasoline with enough Store-N-Start to treat the
tank when totally full. Moss Part Number:
220-375 Stor-n-Start (4 oz)

During storage gasoline “breaks down.”
Oxidation takes place creating a semi-fluid
gum that results in deposits of hard resin on
all intake surfaces that can clog carburetors.
STOR-N-START stabilizer contains a power-
ful anti-oxidant, de-gumming agents, inhibi-
tors and metal deactivators. Keeps gasoline
refinery-fresh. Also helps prevent octane loss
during storage. STOR-N-START is the only
stabilizer to receive the “performance tested
and verified seal” from MARINE TESTING
INSTITUTE for both gasoline and diesel for-
mulas.

5. Immediately after adding the 220-375
Stor-N-Start, fill the tank with fresh E-10 gaso-
line. Filling the tank should be enough to agi-
tate the E-Zorb and Stor-N-Start, thoroughly
mixing them with the fuel. However, if the tank
is already full or only needs a small amount of
new E-10 gasoline, you can insert an air hose
to the bottom of the tank allowing the air pres-
sure to bubble the gas for 5-10 minutes. THIS
MUST BE DONE IN A WELL
VENTILLATED AREA! GASOLINE VA-
POR IS A SERIOUS HEALTH, FIRE AND/
OR EXPL OSIVE DANGER! This should be
sufficient to complete the agitation process.

6. Run the engine for 5-10 minutes to cir-
culate the treated fuel throughout the fuel sys-
tem.

7. Winterizing the rest of the vehicle is
beyond the scope of this document. There are
many sources for lists of things to do to pre-
pare your British car for a winter of inactivity,
many of them readily available on the web.





The purpose of the BBMGs is to
encourage the members in the

acquisition, preservation,
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the MG automobile
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LED TAIL LIGHTS FOR MG’s and
OTHER BRITISH CARS

By John Treible and The eChatter-Official Publication of the Emerald
Necklace M.G. Register, Inc.

Many of us are always looking for ways to improve the safety
and reliability of our LBC’s. One drawback of these fun little cars is
that they are LITTLE and sometimes hard to be seen by other drivers.
I came across this in the MOWOG News (Connecticut MG Club). I
know I am interested. How about you?

Steve Kolseth says: I started a small business designing and manu-
facturing LED tail lights for MG’s and other British clubs. I am offer-
ing an introductory discount to all British Car Club Members. Call or
email for details. Extract from Steve’s web site is below. Check it
out!!

 www.classicautoleds.com
The goal of Classic Auto LEDs is to design and manufacture LED tail lights, front

parking/turn signal lights, and side running lights for British, European, and Japanese classic/vintage
cars. We can design and build LED lights for other cars, motorcycles, boats, etc. Call for details.
Features:

•• Wiring Error Protection: Precision diodes protect each tail light circuit from incorrect wiring.

•• Controlled Current: Our LED lights use electronic circuits to control the current for each light
section (tail light, brake light, and turn signal (if available)). They are the same brightness over a wide
voltage range.

•• Over voltage protection: Prevents over voltage damage from an incorrectly adjusted or faulty
charging system. Tested to 30VDC without damage.

•• Direct Wiring: This method eliminates the possible problem of faulty ground connections through
the stock bulb socket.

•• Available for Negative or Positive ground electrical systems.

•• We place LEDs to light the entire tail light lens including the stock reflector areas. We have turn
signal LEDs pointing to each side of the lens (if there is space in the lens assembly) creating better
visibility to drivers in the next lane.

All products are designed and manufactured in Oregon, USA
For Order Information Email: steve@classicautoleds.com Phone: 541-619-8335
LED INSTALLATION (JT) I ordered a set of these LED’s for both my MGB and MGA. Instal-

lation in the MGB was straightforward and easy. IF your existing wiring is in good shape it would take
about an hour for the installation but that’s a BIG IF. Who knows what you might encounter when you
go digging into 37 year old wiring. I found some POS (Previous Owner Syndrome) wiring issues that
had to be addressed first so the job actually took me about 6 hours All in all the LED installation was
the easiest part of the job and the results are outstanding. That 18 wheeler might actually see us the
next time we take to the highway. The LED’s are a bit pricey but it’s obvious that a lot of work went
into developing and producing them and if it helps make the LBC safer while on the road I feel they
were well worth the cost.
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Thanks to contributors to this months
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Mike Miller, John Treible, Editor & Writer for eChatter Official

Publication of the Emerald Necklace M.G. Register, Inc.,
Ranney Dohogne, Jim Duke, Janel Demick, Steve Markam and
OCTAGRAM the newsletter of MGs of Baltimore, MOSS Motors

in

EUROPE!

COMING EVENTS

July 18 - BBMGs  Drive to St. Marks - More
to be emailed
Jul 13-17 - GT-34 the NAMGAR Annual Gathering in Hot Springs,
Ark. at the Arlington Resort Hotel & Spa, Info: www.namgar.com

Aug 28-30 - 12th Annual gathering of MG Drivers of NA. Info:
www.mgdriversclub.com

Sep 25-27 - Southeastern Fall GOF at Lake Chatuge Lodge in
Hiawassee, GA Reservations 1-800-613-4349 Ask for GOF rate of $89
- Host - Southeastern MG-T Register - Info: www.semgtr.org

Oct 17 - 9th Annual Navarre Beach Car & Bike Show - Host: Navarre
Area Board of Realtors - Info:  navarrecarandbikeshow.com or
nabordana@bellsouth.net

Nov 7 - BRIT BASH at Wickham, Melbourne, FL

Nov 7-8 - Roar & Soar at the Fantasy of Flight

Apr. 8-11, 2010 - MG GOF South Mk 44 - Jekyll Island, GA - Back
to Jekyll for the 44th Gathering Of the Faithful.  Info coming !!

Jul 1-3, 2010 GOF Central XXXII at Lake Erie in Sandusky, OH –
All MGs Welcome – Host  Ohio Chapter, NEMGTR

Sept 11-12 - 13th Annual BRITS at the SHOALS, Florence, AL
Info: www.shoalsbritishcars.org

Nov. 12-14, 2010 - JAMBOREE 17 - probably at Holiday Inn
SunSpree, St. Petersburg

Jun 12-18, 2011 MG2011 NACouncil of MG Registers, All-Register
Gathering at Reno-Tahoe, Nev. – Info:www.mgcars.org.uk/mgcouncil

FYI We’re on the Web!
www.bigbendmgs.com

1952 MGTD
Limitied Edition
R e p l i c a r -
Manufactured by
London Motors
Corp.,  Dearborn,
MI in 1984,  and
so ld  by  GM a t
Ennesy  Buick
Cadi l lac ,  Vero
Beach .  THIS  IS
NOT A KIT CAR!
Air-Cooled  1 .8
liter 4-cyl. rear mount engine, 4-speed manual. Excellent
Condition! $9,995.00 Information: 904-377-1961 or
Tiffanysattic @aol.com. Location World Golf Village, St.
Augustine, FL

Tally Ho Distribution
The Tally Ho is distributed exclusively by email. Production and mailing costs of the printed version were almost exceeding the

cost of club membership. So rather than increase the dues, we are following the lead of most other car clubs and switching to an all-
electronic version (PDF.) for all members with an email address.

In addition to saving the club money, there are several advantages: We get it to you quicker, and you see all the photographs in
color. And you can print it out on your own printer at your leisure, if you’d like.

Please make sure to include your email address printed neatly when renewing your membership.

MAGNETIC DRAIN PLUGS: Magnetic drain plugs, according
to an SAE paper which describes carefully documented tests, will
double the life of transmissions and differentials. They extract all
ferrous metal which the unit is continually creating and which
may pass through and damage highly polished bearings with the
unfiltered oil. The same is true of engines that do not have full
flow filtration. They are a 100 percent contaminant remover as
long as the contaminant is iron based, which we know is not al-
ways the case. Magnetic plugs are used extensively in aircraft and
heavy machinery oil systems. Perhaps as important, they allow
you to see wear in the unit in which they are installed. I found a
piece of a gear tooth in one of my gearboxes. Upon disassembly I
found a badly chipped tooth, which could have created very ex-
pensive damage. Gearboxes do not have a filter as engines do, so
they have no protection. A magnetic drain plug is strongly recom-
mended. In that no major parts supplier offers these items for
XPAG/EG engines or any MG gearboxes, we can now provide
them.
MGTC, TD, TF gearbox magnetic drain plug & gasket. $35.
MGTC, TD, TF engine magnetic drain plug & gasket. $25. MGA,
MGB gearbox magnetic drain plug.  $25. MGA, MGB engine
magnetic drain plug & gasket $12. All prices are plus shipping.
Vintage racers-let me know if you would like me to drill a safety
wire hole!
The Classic MG Shop, 68 Roscrea Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32309,
850-385-2921, bengle001@comcast.net


