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Prime Minister’s Message Tally Ho

Contributor of the Year Award 2008
Don Schmidt has the rare honor of being the First President, First Prime

Minister and First Chairman of the Board of Big Bend MGs. He was awarded
another First at the BBMGs After Holiday Party held on January 10th when
Co-Editor Pheona Kaiser presented him with the First Tally Ho Contributor of
the Year Award. Pheona remarked that Beginning with the exploratory meeting
on May 18, 1998 Don Schmidt has put forth in many ways to further Big Bend
MGs. In 2008 he again was foremost in contributing articles of interest and

value to the Tally Ho news-
letter of Big Bend MGs. So
I am pleased to present him
with the First Tally Ho Con-
tributor of the Years Awards
for 2008.

Pheona first recognized
the contributions made by
Bud Nocera, Blair Engle,
Gene Veirling, Tom Phares,
Bill Fortenberry, Gary Sisco,
Dave Streit and the others
who’s names escaped her at
the time.

Oh my gosh!!!! May 1st. is only a few months away and
there's a lot to do with our upcoming Rendezvous 2009.
 Things are going to have to be stepped up.  It's time to
call in all favors.  There will be a committee meeting this
month to iron out a few details and fill in some volunteer
spots.  People, we need people to get this done.  I know
we have the manpower to put on a great show, I know we
have a plan.  We need to work it, so everyone clear your
schedules.

Next months meeting will be at Po'Boys across from
Fresh Market at 6pm.  Nice quiet room. Flat screens for
powerpoint and a fresh new menu.  If you are an officer
attend, this is an important meeting so don't miss it.

Finally we have a couple of new members added to
the club.  This just in, Chris and Alexa Hancock just bought
a 1968 Red roadster here in Tally and hope to join us at
upcoming events.  It's their first MG and they are looking
forward to taking the top down and cruising.

Looking forward to this year with the club and airing
out my luxurious Corinthian leather seats.  We are work-
ing on more interactive meetings this season.  That means
you will have to participate.  Mount up, and let's ride!!!

Mike Miller

2009 Promises to be a Banner Year!
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Tally Ho Distribution Notice
Beginning with this issue, the Tally Ho will be distributed exclusively by email. Production and mailing costs of the

printed version were almost exceeding the cost of club membership. So rather than increase the dues, we are following
the lead of most other car clubs and switching to an all-electronic version (PDF.) for all members with an email address.

In addition to saving the club money, there are several advantages: We get it to you quicker, and you see all the
photographs in color. And you can print it out on your own printer at your leisure, if you’d like.

Please make sure to include the email address you’d like your Tally Ho  sent to when renewing your membership,
and make sure it is printed neatly.
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May 1st - 3rd
Schedule of Events

Friday Afternoon and Evening - May 1st
After arriving at the Staybridge Suites Tallahassee, join us in the hospitality room
on the 1st floor where you will find Rendezvous Registration, complimentary
beverages & snacks. You will be able to view all raffle items and purchase raffle
tickets. The Staybridge Suites Hospitality Room will be open from 12:00pm to
8:00pm. Join us outside the Hospitality Room on the back deck at 6:00 pm for a
BBQ Buffet dinner, with the fun continuing until 9:00pm.

Saturday - May 2nd - (8am- 5pm)
Enjoy a complimentary breakfast buffet for Staybridge guests before heading over
to the event site located at the Tallahassee Automobile Museum. The Hospitality
Suite at the Tallahassee Automobile Museum will open at 8:00am on site in “The
Tucker” meeting room overlooking the car show display area. You will find
registration, raffle items, and complimentary beverages & snacks. Tour the museum
anytime during the event.
   10:00am - 2:00pm All British Cars displayed. People’s Choice Voting Begins
(Ballots in by 2 pm).
Light complimentary lunch served in “The Tucker” meeting room. Scenic guided/
unguided driving tours, Mechanics Tech Session/s, Vehicles diagnosed by Glenn
Lenhard

Saturday Evening - May 2nd - (7pm-10 pm)
Banquet begins in the Tallahassee Automobile Museum “Duesenberg” Banquet
Hall with Full Cash Bar, Plated Salad & Buffet Dinner. Last chance to view raffle
items and purchase tickets. Raffle and  Door prize winners will be announced after
the People’s Choice Awards Presentation.

Sunday Morning - May 3rd
Enjoy a complimentary breakfast buffet for Staybridge Suites guests  &  Good-Bye

“NEW” Host Hotel

• Ask for Big Bend MG’s Rate •
$89.99 - Studio or $109.99 - 1 Bedroom Suite

(Good until 4/10/09)
STAYBRIDGE SUITES TALLAHASSEE

1600 Summit Lake Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32317
(850) 219-7000 or 1-888-299-2208

Directions: I-10 to Tallahassee Exit 209B Hwy 90 E.
Travel 1/4 mi. to the Summit East Business Park.
Hotel is located at the entrance.

“NEW” Event Site

6800 Mahan Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32308

(850) 942-0137
www.tacm.com

 cars@tacm.com

Directions: I-10 to Tallahassee Exit 209A Hwy 90 E.
Tallahassee Automobile Museum is on your Right.

Visit:       www.bigbendmgclub.com    &   www.bigbendmgs.com for more information!
Registration Form

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Guest: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Phone Number/s:_________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Year/Make/Model: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Year/Make/ Model: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Registration Fee
The fee is for one car, 2 people and their children up to 14 years. Fee includes Hospitality Room complimentary beverages, snacks and Saturday
light lunch for all registrants and (1) ticket to tour the Tallahassee Automobile Museum. (Additional tickets $5.00 each/ Children under 5 are Free)

BEFORE MARCH 30th: $35.00 - AFTER APRIL 1st:$40.00 - ON-SITE  May 1st-2nd: $45.00 $__________

Extra Car(s): _________ X 15.00  = $__________

Extra Tour Tickets: $5.00 X ______ = $__________

Friday BBQ Buffet Dinner: $18.00 X ______ = $__________

Awards Banquet: $40.00 X ______ = $__________Number of People Attending: _______
Rendezvous Regalia

These quality T-Shirts are sure to be a big hit!
T-Shirts:   S ______      M ______      L ______      XL ______    XXL _______      $15.00 X ______ = $__________
                                                                                                                         TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $__________
Please note: Guest are welcome, but must be registered to take part in any Rendezvous meal functions or planned activities.

Mail Completed Registration & Check to:
Big Bend MG’s c/o Julie Miller, 3116 Capital Circle NE, Suite 2, Tallahassee, FL 32308
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BBMGs After Holiday Party 2009
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Another BBMGs
Fabulous After Holiday Party hosted again by

Jane and Dave Streit !
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The purpose of the BBMGs is to
encourage the members in the

acquisition, preservation,
restoration, exhibition, and use of

the MG automobile

www.bigbendmgs.com
OFFICERS

Prime Minister
MIKE MILLER
4715 Stoney Trace

Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-668-4200-Office

dcmikem@hotmail.com
Vice Chancellor

JOE TORRE
91 Rochelsie Rd

Crawfordville, FL  32327
850-445-1107-Home

jaytee_14@hotmail.com
Secretary

JANE STREIT
3023 Shamrock St. N

Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-893-6056-Home
jbstreit@comcast.net

Chancellor of the Exchequer
& Registrar

JULIE MILLER
4715 Stoney Trace

Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-668-4200-Office
jamldo@hotmail.com

Librarian & Equipment Manager
J.P. BROWN

1981 Charlais St.
Tallahassee, FL  32317

850-681-6332 x35-Office
jp@BoutinBrown.com

WebMaster
VERA DARBY

6340 Promenade Ct.
Tallahassee, FL  32312
850-893-4659-Home
verad04@comcast.net

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairman of the Board

BILL THOMPSON
2431 Oakdale St.

Tallahassee, FL  32312
850-385-6581-Home

BThom32312@aol.com
Directors

BLAIR ENGLE
4068 Roscrea Dr.

Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-385-2821

bengle001@comcast.net
DAVID STREIT

3023 Shamrock St. N
Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-893-6056-Home
destreit@msn.com

JON & JAN GARDNER
1201 Kenilworth Rd.

Tallahassee, FL  32312
850-385-8812-Home

Editors
PHEONA & JOE KAISER

220 Edge of Woods Road
St. Augustine, FL 32092-0781

904-940-5848 - Home
Pheona_Joe@bellsouth.net

NIGEL’s
Garage Mahal

CYLINDER HEAD
Valves
Guides and Seats
Evaluation and reconditioning
Reference:

A) BMC & Leyland B-Series Engine Data,
by L Porter

B) Moss MG catalogs

Background:
It is now time to evaluate and recondition the

valves.  The most common problems are exhaust
valve seat recession, excessive wear in the valve
stem and guides, and burned valves.  Repairing
these items falls in the category of the normal re-
conditioning procedure it is done every day on all
kinds of engines.  .

Discussion:
The “B Series” cylinder heads were designed

at a time when leaded gasoline was the norm.  Lead
compounds added to gasoline functioned to pro-
tect the valve and seat from wear.  With the use of
“new and improved un-leaded gasoline” wear is
more pronounced in the cast iron valve seat as it
is softer than the valve material.  The fix for this
has been around for many years in the form of

by Nigel Strangway  COB

hardened valve seat inserts. Most cylinder head
rework facilities make it a normal practice to in-
stall hardened exhaust seats. The cylinder head
itself is designed with removable valve guides and
there are a number of styles / materials available
from your MG parts suppliers to fit to your en-
gine.

Plan of Action:
Our first order of business is to determine the

condition of the valve guide.  Valve and guide
dimensions as well as operating clearance are
specified in ref A.  The valve clearance is gener-
ally between .0015 and .0030 for most engines.
A cylinder head specialist can determine this with
an educated wiggle test the rest of us will need a
micrometer   Condition of the valve guide is criti-
cal because it registers the center of the valve and
seat and will be the reference for all machine work
during re-conditioning.  You may want to provide
your machine shop a set of replacement guides (4
I & 4 X) as well as the specifications for installa-
tion in the head. If guides need replacing they are
drifted out and the new ones installed from the
top of the head in the same manner followed by
reaming to standard size.  The machine shop will
have a wide variety of hardened valve seats avail-
able and the cutter to match.  It is essential to cut
the pocket for the new valve seat insert based on
the finished valve guide center line.  The insert is
blended into the combustion chamber after instal-
lation.

The valve seat will also be registered off of
the same center for final seat finishing.

If valves are not bent or burned the other
problem usually is excessive wear.  In case of
excessive valve wear the valve should be replaced
with a new standard sized valve.  The valves will
now be finished to provide a good seal. Now is
also a good time to consider valve stem seals as
they provide another means of oil control.  With
some valve stem seal designs the top of the guide
will need a slight modification to allow installa-
tion.

Nigel

What
in the

world?
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Thanks to contributors to this months

TALLY HO:
Mike Miller, AHP Photos by Jane Streit, and

Nigel Strangeways, COB-
Where are the contributions from YOU and the other BBMGs

members?

in

EUROPE!

COMING EVENTS
Feb. 19 - BBMGs Meeting at Po’Boys - 1425 Village Square
Blvd - 6:00pm
Feb. 14-15 - Gold Coast British Sports Car Club 16th Annual
British Classic-Boca Raton,FL.-Info: www.goldcoastbritcar.org or
Larry@ZZMLaw.com.

Mar. 7 - British & European Classic Car Show - at Zephyrhills
Celtic Festival & Highland Games Info: www.fsmgcc.com

Mar. 13-15 - Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance

Mar. 21 - New Orleans 19th Annual British Car Day – Info:Keith
Vezina: (504) 722-5777, president@bmcno.org or web site at http://
www.bmcno.org

Mar. 27-29 - GOF-S MK XIII - Plantation Resort & Spa, Crystal
River - Info  www.classicmgclub.com

Apr. 21-25 - NAMGAR Mini-GT Key West-The Last Sunset

May 1-3 - RENDEZVOUS 2009-Tallahassee - More Info at:
www.bigbendmgs.com & www.bigbendmgclub.com

May 30-Jun 7 - British Car Week

Nov. 12-14, 2010 - Jamboree 17

FYI We’re on the Web!
www.bigbendmgs.com

1952 MGTD Limitied Edition Replicar-Manufactured by
London Motors Corp., Dearborn, MI in 1984, and sold by GM
at Ennesy Buick Cadillac, Vero Beach. THIS IS NOT A KIT
CAR! Air-Cooled 1.8 liter 4-cyl. rear mount engine, 4-speed
manual. Excellent Condition! $9,995.00 Information: 904-
377-1961 or email: Tiffanysattic @aol.com. Located in World
Golf Village, St. Augustine, FL


