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BBMGs After Holiday Party 2009

After Holiday Party on January 16, 2010 at The Millers

      The time
has come to
renew your

membership !
The form

is on page 2
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TRUCK PICTURES...now the article…
by Wayne Ottoson

The truck was originally owned by Judy’s uncle in Chicago. His com-
pany was called Andee Boiler and Welding. The truck was given the name”The
Green Hornet” because the business was located on a street wnich had an
electric streetcar known as The Green Hornet. (The last Green Hornet street-
car is located in Union Illinois at the train museum.) After a productive life
hauling welding and boiler equipment it came down to Wingate, Indiana and
Judy’s family farm. Many of Judy’s cousins learned how to drive in the truck,
and it was safe there, nothing to run into. Judy’s dad would try to cross the
creek on the property and almost always would get stuck.

Many times we would find ourselves sitting in the truck with 6" of creek
water running thru the cab. I guess that is why I decided to restore the
truck...memories. The other reason was that the truck was stored in an old
shed that was leaning over and the insurance company wouldn’t insure the
farm with the leaning shed and the old broken down truck. When I started
work on the truck I found out that old Dodge truck parts are hard to come by.
If you’re going to restore a truck make it a Chevy or a Ford - lots of parts
available.

It has been over two years since the work started on the truck. With the
first mechanic taking $1000.00 for parts. He did nothing. The second me-
chanic finished the truck. Old trucks are simple, basic, and noisy. The 97 hp
engine runs great but the gear ratio in the rear needs to be changed. At 55
mph the truck sounds like all that’s holding the engine in place is the hood, it
does have pep and the engine is willing. The truck arrived and it was soon determined we would need a second truck for parts. We found a Texas
truck in Michigan for $500.00 - so off we went. It’s nice to have a suburban which can pull anything. The trip back from Michigan was smooth
and uneventful. Cruising at 70mph and getting 14mpg.

Off to the bodyshop. I visited the truck regularly and when it was time new windows and upholstery were then installed. An engine shop in
Holly Hill rebuilt the engine in two weeks.

We gathered all the parts and gave them to a mechanic in Daytona. I found that he worked on the truck as a fill in. It would be nice to have
the hourly costs to be reduced to reflect the fill in status.

I added the wood floor and side boards to give it a little detail. The steel work box originally located on the running board fell apart so we
built an oak box which we have placed up against the cab. The box will be used by the grandchildren to sit on in parades. The kids love it. All that
is left now are details, like the pin stripe around the fenders and running boards and having the horn wired. I don’t know what more to say but the
truck will go to our son in Illinois next month.

 I’m going to the Turkey Run Swap meet this week looking for a different rear end with a ratio around 3.50 and a rear bumper for a 1955
Chevy with two over riders for Snook. See you at the meeting.

BEFORE

A F T E R

Reprinted from MG Classics of Jacksonville Newsletter
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Tickfords and Airlines
by Bill Gallihugh Olde Octagons of Indiana

One of the pleasures of attending the
“All-MG” gathering in Gattlinburg in
2006 was seeing 5 Tickford Drophead
Coupes, plus some Airline Coupes, all
lined up at the car show. It is indeed a
treat to see this many of these premium
quality and rare MG’s in one place. I
understand that the values were gener-
ally in 6 digits each - not that I bothered
to inquire. Not everyone knows the par-
ticulars behind these two custom-bod-
ied MG’s (apparently including me), so I did a little looking through my “MG Library” and the
internet and came up with this thumbnail sketch for those equally uninformed:

Tickford is the name given to the custom coachwork built by Salmon and Sons of Newport Pagnell,
Buckinghamshire, England. The company began building horse-drawn carriages but switched to
building custom bodies for automobiles - and it’s descendant is still in business today. Tickford
coaches are found on many classic cars, and in the MG line they supplied coachwork for VA,
SA,WA, in addition to TA and TB. They are characterized by premium qualityworkmanship, and
many historians use the phrase “more civilized” when comparing Tickford coaches to the factory
models. Exact numbers are not known, but it is believed that around 300+ TA’s and TB’s were
produced, with perhaps less than half that number still surviving.

The distinguishing feature of the Tickford Drophead Coupe is the “pram irons”, or “landau irons”
on the side of the hood. Drophead, by the way, indicates that the hood has 3 positions - up, down,
and intermediate (the “Deville position”) - or is just another word for convertible, depends on
which “expert” you read. The “curvaceous bar” will identify a Tickford at some distance, but if you
look closer at the TA and TB Tickfords you’ll see the door is shoulder height (not “scooped out”),
has rollup windows (blasphemy!), and even door locks. The windscreen frame is integral to the
body, but the chrome frame around the glass is movable, hinged at the top and sliding out at the
bottom. There are many other smaller differences, but these are the ones that stand out.

The Airline Coupe coachwork was made for 5 MG models - the PA, PB, NA, NB, and TA by
Chalmer & Hoyer Coachbuilders. This is considered bymany as the most beautiful of anyMG, with
its early attempt at streamlining (I prefer the Tickford, but that’s just me). According to the Airline
Coupe Registry, 51 MG Airlines were created. It is thought that only 2 TA’s were Airline-bodied.
According to BusinessWeek, an NA Airline Coupe sold in 2007 for $398,750 - in case you’re in the
market.

Reprinted from The eChatter Official Publication of the Emerald Necklace M.G. Register, Inc.

Reprinted from The eChatter Official Publication of the Emerald Necklace M.G. Register, Inc.

EXPENSIVE WRECKS
courtesy of Rod Barkley

Bugatti EB110 - $500,000
You know these are expensive crashes
when a $500,000 super-exotic
barelymakes it to #10 on the list. This
1992 Bugatti EB110 was being driven
by a mechanic as part of its annual
checkup. He claims there was an oil
slick on the road which caused him to
lose control and crash into a pole.
The owner of the Bugatti is a famous
“feel good” guru named Emile
Ratelband. Not sure how good he was
feeling after this wreck.
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Thanks to contributors to this months

TALLY HO:

Rod Barkley, Bill Gallihugh,  Olde Octagons of Indiana; The
eChatter Official Publication of the Emerald Necklace M.G.
Register, Inc.; Wayne Ottoson, MG Classics of Jacksonville
Newsletter

Thanks also go out to the Editor’s Exchange Group

which makes possible the reprinting of the many

articles of interest!

in

EUROPE!

COMING EVENTS

After Holiday Party on January 16, 2010 at
The Millers Home with a Drive before.
Details to follow by email.
Feb 27 - 2010 Vintage & Custom Car Show & Super Car Corral -
Villages Vintage Car Club - Belleview, FL

Mar. 20, 2010 - New Orleans 20th Annual British Car Day - Info:
www.bmcno.org

Apr. 8-11, 2010 - MG GOF South Mk 44 - Jekyll Island, GA - Back
to Jekyll for the 44th Gathering Of the Faithful.

Apr. 19-23 - Mile Zero GT6 Key West - Participate in the Conch
Republic’s Worlds Longest Parade

April 24 - Legends On The Green - Concours d”Elegance -
Tournament Players Club Sawgrass. Form page 4

Jun. 12 & 13 - "The Drive-In" annual gathering of the M.G. Drivers
Club of North America for 2010 held in conjunction with the
Manchester (VT) Classic Car Event.  www.mgdriversclub.com

Jun. 23-27 - MG 2010 - Ontario, CANADA - Info: www.mg2010.com

Jul 1-3 - GOF Central XXXII at Lake Erie in Sandusky, OH –  All
MGs Welcome – hosted by the Ohio Chapter, NEMGTR

Jul. 30-31 - The Roadster Factory (TRF) Summer Party, Armagh,
PA, www.the-roadster-factory.com 1-800-283-3723

Jul. 26-29 - NAMGAR GT-35 - Delvan, WI, Info: www.mgcars.org

Sep. 24-26 - SE British Car Festival - Dillard, GA- Peachtree MG
Register

Nov. 5 -7, 2010 - JAMBOREE 17 - Returning to the Riverside Inn
in Homosassa Springs (which caused Pheona to start BBMGS !)

Jun 12-18, 2011 MG2011 NA Council of MG Registers, All-Register
Gathering at Reno-Tahoe, NV – Info:www.mgcars.org.uk/mgcouncil

FYI We’re on the Web!
www.bigbendmgs.com

MAGNETIC DRAIN PLUGS: Magnetic drain plugs, according
to an SAE paper which describes carefully documented tests, will
double the life of transmissions and differentials. They extract all
ferrous metal which the unit is continually creating and which
may pass through and damage highly polished bearings with the
unfiltered oil. The same is true of engines that do not have full
flow filtration. They are a 100 percent contaminant remover as
long as the contaminant is iron based, which we know is not al-
ways the case. Magnetic plugs are used extensively in aircraft and
heavy machinery oil systems. Perhaps as important, they allow
you to see wear in the unit in which they are installed. I found a
piece of a gear tooth in one of my gearboxes. Upon disassembly I
found a badly chipped tooth, which could have created very ex-
pensive damage. Gearboxes do not have a filter as engines do, so
they have no protection. A magnetic drain plug is strongly recom-
mended. In that no major parts supplier offers these items for
XPAG/EG engines or any MG gearboxes, we can now provide
them.
MGTC, TD, TF gearbox magnetic drain plug & gasket. $35.
MGTC, TD, TF engine magnetic drain plug & gasket. $25. MGA,
MGB gearbox magnetic drain plug.  $25. MGA, MGB engine
magnetic drain plug & gasket $12. All prices are plus shipping.
Vintage racers-let me know if you would like me to drill a safety
wire hole!
The Classic MG Shop, 68 Roscrea Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32309,
850-385-2821, bengle001@comcast.net


