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$ / 01 ! "2 ) &' "3 "$ #) ! $ &' ) $ $ ( . ) 4
This is Florida!!!!!???? I woke up this morning and rolled over to

find the outdoor thermometer reading a decidedly un-Florida like 18
degrees (or, for our Canadian friends, minus 8C). So I figured I’d
trudge to the shower and stand under a steaming hot cascade. Fifteen
minutes would be just the ticket to shake off the chill and get the day
off to the right start. Turn the handle and PPPPFFFTTTTTTT I hear
air, feel a rush of cold air but no water. Now what the heck? Yep, you
guessed it my pump had a big ol’ ice plug in it. Gees, this is the weather
that chased me out of Upstate NY. To make things even more bizarre,
I read one day this past week that the high and low temperature in
Cold Bay, Alaska was exactly the same as Pensacola, Florida. Maybe
polar bears should start migrating.........

Now what does all this have to do with BBMG’s? Well, just like
our latest weather, I think this past year was exciting if somewhat
tumultuous for us. We’ve had some record highs and some unexpected
lows but on balance, I think this year was a good one for us and one
we can remember with smiles.

The year started with our traditional holiday party at the Streit’s.
It seems that we always have a great turnout for the party. Hmmm,
what does that tell you? Maybe we should make all of our meetings
parties. Hey wait, they are! This year’s party will be on 1/16 at Mike
and Julie’s house. We are going to have a short drive beforehand start-
ing at 4 PM. If the weather is like it’s been for the past week, don’t
forget to bring your cabin blankets, a thermos of hot cocoa or maybe a
space heater with a REAL long extension cord. You all know how
great the heat in MG’s works.

Of course the highlight of the year was Rendezvous. Just to re-
mind you, I heard no one share a disappointment and we did not have
one complaint. The hard work of Julie assisted by Mike, Jane, Dave,
Wanda, Tom, Bill and everyone else who helped was rewarded by a
perfect event that elicited beautiful compliments from numerous
sources. If my memory does not fail, one of the stories I read about
the event had the phrase “what can become the premier MG event in
the southeast”. That itself should send a wave of pride through the
club members. And I have heard through the grapevine that Rendez-
vous 2011 is already in mind. I’m confident that it will live up to
expectation.

There were a number of drives that many of us participated in
during the year. However, the one that stands out is the one we tried to
have. That Saturday in July gave us about 4 inches of rain and washed
out a little of the enthusiasm not to mention some Lucas electrics.
However, not to be dampened (pardon the pun) that Sunday was the
day to be out. In fact a drive to the St. Mark’s River that morning
found several British car drivers we all know having breakfast at the
Riverside Cafe. The river was so calm that the reflection of the wet-
land on the opposite side of the river as almost mirror like. I think that
peaceful setting tended to erase some disappointment of the previous

day. It just goes to show, there is nothing like the indomitable spirit of
those of us who drive those little British cars. What’s that old saying,
“Press on Regardless.” It certainly describes us and I know we will
all get out again this year.

As for me, coming to the end of my tenure as PM and Co-PM is
bittersweet for me. As I said, there have been some beautiful times
and some that we just had to get through. However, I know the club is
poised to move into the next period of its existence with confidence.
As you’ll remember, we adopted new by-laws this year. The new by-
laws streamline the officers’ and Board positions of the club to make
it more flexible. This is the first year for the new format and for 2010,
the nominations for office are as follows:

Prime Minister - JP Brown
Vice Chancellor - Dave Streit
Chancellor of the Exchequer/Secretary - shared by Tom and

Wanda Phares
Mike and I will share the duties of the First Immediate Prime

Minister

Each of the people nominated bring a wealth of knowledge and
club history to the positions as well as enthusiasm as to where we go
from here. They all have my full support and I know they can count
on everyone during the next year. The election will be at the Holiday
party on the 16th and if any one wishes to make a nomination from
the floor, it will be accepted then.

In closing I just want to say thank you to all of you who gave me
help and encouragement through these past 2 years. But moreover,
thank you for the wonderful friendships that have developed over that
time. I cherish each and every one of them. To me, more than any-
thing else, that is what our club is all about. I think we have the best
club and the best membership there is and I know 2010 will be an-
other great year for BBMG’s.

Joe Torre
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The purpose of the BBMGs is to
encourage the members in the

acquisition, preservation,
restoration, exhibition, and use of

the MG automobile
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4715 Stoney Trace

Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-668-4200-Office

dcmikem@hotmail.com
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91 Rochelsie Rd
Crawfordville, FL  32327

850-445-1107-Home
jaytee_14@hotmail.com

$ ) $ ! ) #( ! "
6 ( , - &$ > ! - " >

3023 Shamrock St. N
Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-893-6056-Home
jbstreit@comcast.net
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4715 Stoney Trace

Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-668-4200-Office
jamldo@hotmail.com

* "! ! ( ! "( 3 &@ &- ( ) "1 2 ) 3 #&' ( 3 ( . ) !
6 :1 :&! ! ; . ,

1981 Charlais St.
Tallahassee, FL  32317

850-681-6332 x35-Office
jp@BrownBevis.com

. ) ! ' ( $ #) !
A - ! ( &8 ( ! ! "

6340 Promenade Ct.
Tallahassee, FL  32312
850-893-4659-Home
verad04@comcast.net
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6 ; - &> ; ! ! -
91 Rochelsie Rd

Crawfordville, FL  32327
850-445-1107-Home

jaytee_14@hotmail.com
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4068 Roscrea Dr.

Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-385-2821

bengle001@comcast.net
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1201 Kenilworth Rd.
Tallahassee, FL  32312
850-385-8812-Home

> ; ' &@ &. ( , 8 ( &1 % ( ! - $
590 Groveland Hills Dr.
Tallahassee, FL  32317
850-878-3996 - Home

twjphares@comcast.net
, ) . $ 5) ##) ! "$ #$

1 % - ; , ( &@ &6 ; - &= ( " $ - !
220 Edge of Woods Road

St. Augustine, FL 32092-0781
904-940-5848 - Home

Pheona_Joe@bellsouth.net! ) 1 ! "3 #) # &?! / 2 &The eChatte! &; ??"$ "( 5&1 ) ! 5"$ ( #"/ 3 &/ ?&#% ) &- 2 ) ! ( 5# &, ) $ = 5( $ ) &' :. :&! ) . "$ #) !B&" 3 $ :

EXPENSIVE WRECKS courtesy of Rod Barkley
#8. Mercedes Benz SL 300 - $750,000

The SL 300 “Gullwing”
represents the very finest
of Mercedes. It is THE
classic car. Unfortunately,
there’s been more than
one crash involving this
masterpiece. You’re look-
ing at a car that was once
worth nearly a million
dollars. The owner
thought it would be a good
idea to race it on the streets
of Mexico . No, not a
street race, but the annual
“La Carrera Pan-
americana” race which is
limited to classic cars pro-
duced before 1965.

CASH FOR CLUNKERS DATA NOW IN: TOTAL BUST OF EPIC PROPORTIONS
From the Wall St. Journal.......Clunkers in Practice One of Washington’s all-time dumb ideas.

Remember “cash for clunkers,” the program that subsidized Americans to the tune of nearly $3 billion
to buy a new car and destroy an old one? Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood declared in August that,
“This is the one stimulus program that seems to be working better than just about any other program.”

If that’s true, heaven help the other programs. Last week U.S. automakers reported that newcar sales for
September, the firstmonth since the clunker program expired, sank by 25%from a year earlier. Sales at
GMand Chrysler fell by 45% and 42%, respectively. Ford was down about 5%. Some 700,000 cars
were sold in the summer under the program as buyers received up to $4,500 to buy a new car they would
probably have purchased anyway, so all the program seems to have done is steal those sales from the
future. Exactly as critics predicted.

Cash for clunkers had two objectives: help the environment by increasing fuel efficiency, and boost car
sales to help Detroit and the economy. It achieved neither. According to Hudson Institute economist
Irwin Stelzer, at best “the reduction in gasoline consumption will cut our oil consumption by 0.2
percent per year, or less than a single day’s gasoline use.” Burton Abrams and George Parsons of the
University of Delaware added up the total benefits from reduced gas consumption, environmental
improvements and the benefit to car buyers and companies, minus the overall cost of cash for clunkers,
and found a net cost of roughly $2,000 per vehicle. Rather than stimulating the economy, the programmade
the nation as a whole $1.4 billion poorer.

The basic fallacy of cash for clunkers is that you can somehow create wealth by destroying existing
assets that are still productive, in this case cars that still work. Under the program, auto dealers were
required to destroy the car engines of trade-ins with a sodium silicate solution, then smash them and
send them to the junk yard. As the journalist HenryHazlitt wrote in his classic, “Economics in One
Lesson,” you can’t raise living standards by breaking windows so some people can get jobs repairing
them.

In the category of all-time dumb ideas, cash for clunkers rivals the New Deal brainstorm to slaughter
pigs to raise pork prices. The people who really belong in the junk yard are the wizards inWashingtonwho
peddled this economicmalarkey.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Provide an email address in your ad.
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EUROPE!

COMING EVENTS

( ?#) ! &% / 5"# ( " &1 ( ! #" &/ 3 &6 ( 3 ) ( ! " &7 C B&D & 7 & &( #
> % ) &' "55) ! $ &% / 2 ) &. "#% &( &8 ! "? ) &( #&E 4& & &1 2 :
< ) ! &D . &0&D & 7 & &A "3 #( . ) &@ &$ ) $ #/ 2 &$ ( ! &$ % / . &@ &$ ) 1 ) ! &$ ( ! &$ / ! ! ( 5&0
Villages Vintage Car Club - Belleview, FL
' ( !:&D & B&D & 7 & &0&, ) . &; ! 5) ( 3 $ &D & #% &( 3 3 ) ( 5&! ! "#"$ % &$ ( ! &8 ( "  - Info:
www.bmcno.org
( 1 !:&F 07 7 B&D & 7 & &0&' . &. ; < &$ / ) #% &' = &E E &0 Jekyll Island, GA - Back
to Jekyll for the 44th Gathering Of the Faithful.
( 1 !:&7 G 0D 9 &0&' "5) &6 ) ! / &. > C &= ) " &. ) $ #&0 Participate in the $ / 3 $ %
! ) 1 ) ! 5"$ $ &Worlds Longest Parade
( 1 ! "5& D E & 0 & * ) . ) 3 # $ & ; 3 & > % ) & . ! ) ) 3 & 0 & $ / 3 $ / ) ! $ & # H - 5) . ( 3 $ )  -
Tournament Players Club Sawgrass. Form page 4
( 1 ! :& D E & 0 & D 3 # & ( 3 3 :& ! ' $ & $ % / . :& > ( 2 1 ( :& 3 % # # 1 4 II
. . . :! ! "#"$ % 2 / #/ ! $ 5) ! :3 ) #J
6 ) 3 :&7 D &@ &7 9 &0&D > % ) &8 ! "? ) 0" 3 D  annual gathering of the M.G. Drivers
Club of North America for 2010 held in conjunction with the Manchester
(VT) Classic Car Event.  www.mgdriversclub.com
6 ) 3 :&D 9 0D . &0&' . &D & 7 &  - Ontario, CANADA&0&Info: www.mg2010.com
6 ) 5&7 09 &0&. ; < &$ ) 3 #! ( 5&% % % " " &at Lake Erie in Sandusky, OH –  All
MGs Welcome – hosted by the Ohio Chapter, NEMGTR
6 ) 5:&9 & 09 7 &0&> % ) &! / ( # $ #) ! &< ( $ #/ ! " &K> ! < L&$ ) 2 2 ) ! &1 ( ! #" B&Armagh,
PA, www.the-roadster-factory.com 1-800-283-3723
6 ) 5:&D C 0D G &0&, ( ' . ( ! &. > 09 M &- Delvan, WI, Info: www.mgcars.org
$ ) 1 :&D E 0D C &0&$ - &! ! "#"$ % &$ ( ! &< ) $ #"? ( 5&0&8 "55( ! # B&. ( 0&Peachtree MG
Register
, / ? :&M &0. B&D & 7 & &0&6 ( ' ! ; ! - - &7 . &0&Returning to the Riverside Inn in
Homosassa Springs (which caused Pheona to start BBMGS !)
6 ) 3 &7 D 07 F B&D & 7 7 &' . D & 7 7  NA Council of MG Registers, All-Register
Gathering at Reno-Tahoe, NV – Info:www.mgcars.org.uk/mgcouncil

FYI . ) ! ) &/ 3 &#% ) &. ) ! 7
. . . :! ". ! ) 3 # 2 . $ :$ / 2

' ( . , - > " $ &8 ! ( " , &1 * + . $ 4 Magnetic drain plugs, according
to an SAE paper which describes carefully documented tests, will
double the life of transmissions and differentials. They extract all
ferrous metal which the unit is continually creating and which
may pass through and damage highly polished bearings with the
unfiltered oil. The same is true of engines that do not have full
flow filtration. They are a 100 percent contaminant remover as
long as the contaminant is iron based, which we know is not al-
ways the case. Magnetic plugs are used extensively in aircraft and
heavy machinery oil systems. Perhaps as important, they allow
you to see wear in the unit in which they are installed. I found a
piece of a gear tooth in one of my gearboxes. Upon disassembly I
found a badly chipped tooth, which could have created very ex-
pensive damage. Gearboxes do not have a filter as engines do, so
they have no protection. A magnetic drain plug is strongly recom-
mended. In that no major parts supplier offers these items for
XPAG/EG engines or any MG gearboxes, we can now provide
them.
' . > $ B& > 8 B& > <  gearbox magnetic drain plug & gasket. $35.
' . > $ B&> 8 B&> <  engine magnetic drain plug & gasket. $25. ' . ( B
' . !  gearbox magnetic drain plug.  $25. ' . ( B&' . !  engine
magnetic drain plug & gasket $12. All prices are plus shipping.
A "3 #( . ) &! ( $ ) ! $ -let me know if you would like me to drill a safety
wire hole!
The Classic MG Shop, 68 Roscrea Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32309,
850-385-2821, bengle001@comcast.net


