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Our May meeting was a joint club gathering of BBMG and
NFBMC members at Blair Engle’s home for a seminar on rebuild-
ing SU carburetors. Fifteen guys formed a half circle around Blair’s
work bench as he explained in detail each procedure of disman-
tling an SU carb from a MGB. Coffee and doughnuts were served
while we watched and listened. Blair is well known for his exper-
tise with British carburetors, a skill he has honed from his previous
years of racing TDs. He also learned many of his mechanical skills
from his hot rod days.

After the seminar we joined the women for a fine spread of
covered dish salads, desserts and beverages. Everyone enjoyed
the food and friendship as we talked LBCs and upcoming events.
A short meeting of announcements followed and recognition was
given to Blair Engle for his first place trophy and $100 winnings
as the “People’s Choice” car at the Quincy Blues and Barbecue
Festival the previous weekend. His 1953 TD won over 17 others
including two Shelby Cobras, a 1959 Ferrari, several Austin Healey
3000s, assorted MG’s and some old Detroit Iron. Three new mem-
bers joined BBMGs at the meeting. Jim Thompson from Havana,
who has taken on Obin Hamrick’s two MGB GTs to restore, and a
charming couple who’s name we did not write down (shame on
me) who are the recent owners of a Midget and expressed delight
in finding fellow LBC owners in town. Welcome to the club! (and
we will find out your names). We had a 50/50 drawing won by
Gary Sisco, and door prizes given out, compliments of Blair: two
bottles of SU carb oil, one to Bob Lumsden and the other to lucky
Gary, and a set of four MG beer glasses, won by Charlie O’Connors,
president of NFBMC.

British Car Week was May 27 - June 3rd and to commemorate
this, I hope most of you got out there and drove your LBC. Even
though we have enjoyed these past wonderful days of breezes, low
humidity and below 95 degrees, really hot, muggy weather will
soon be upon us. With that in mind, let’s think of some ideas to
purposely use our cars, have summer meetings and still enjoy the
hot weather. I’m thinking a drive to Wakulla Springs for lunch as
one idea, a spin to TCBY on a Sunday afternoon as a possibility,
and just a nice drive to Havana for breakfast then back on Centerville
Road under the canopy of trees as another. The point is to drive the
cars and still do things together as a club. Speaking of that, our
June 19th meeting will be at Logan’s Roadhouse Restaurant at 750
Apalachee Parkway (where the old Howard Johnson’s used to be).
We’ll gather for dinner between 6:30 and 7 pm then have a short
meeting. This is your club and I am open for ideas so please con-
tact me with your suggestions. Meantime, keep ‘em on the road.

Bill T
PM

First Place People’s Choice Winner
Blair Engle
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SU Tech Session
by Blair Engle

Our May meeting was held at
Blair Engle’s. We advertised a SU
carb tech session and invited mem-
bers of the North Florida British
Motoring Club and The Temple of
Triumph. Members were asked to
drive their British Sports Cars. Late
arrivals found a display of 1 MG
TD, 1 MG A, several MG Bs, an
MG Midget, a Bug Eye Sprite, a
TR-4 and an 07 Mini Cooper dis-
played on the lawn. Later inspec-
tion revealed no dead grass from
oil drips. Thanks guys!

The session started with a
demonstration of how to repair
stripped 8mm X 1 threaded holes
in Art Ayotts MG TD aluminum
oil pan.

Next came the SU carbs. We
started with a hand out‚ showing a
cutaway drawing of an SU carb.
We discussed the theory of how the
dashpot piston, needle, jet, throttle
and vacuum made the carb work.

We displayed examples of H-
2 and H-4s, HD and HS SU carbs
and how they differed. We then
disassembled one HS-4 MG-B
carb and discussed what would be
needed to restore it. We next in-
stalled new bushings and shaft on
and already cleaned carb and pro-
ceeded to completely assemble it.

While us guys were out in the
garage doing our SU thing, the la-
dies were in the house doing what
ladies do when they get together.
T_l_i_g. They did keep us well
supplied with hot coffee and do-
nuts.

After the tech session, we all
retired to the house where the la-
dies had prepared a bountiful dis-
play of salads and desserts, which
we all enjoyed. Thank you la-
dies!!!!

BBMGs May
Meeting

The May 12th BBMG club
meeting was held in Blair Engle's
living/dining rooms after an in-
credibly good pot luck lunch, very
effectively set up and administered
by "the girls". Lunch was preceded
by an enjoyable tech session in
Blair's garage as he disassembled,
reamed, cleaned, and reassembled
an SU carburator. He did this, all
the while sharing insights, anec-
dotes, and memories, making the
show and tell very interesting.
Blair gave technical information
where it was needed, and more
general comments when they were
appropriate. We all felt right at
home and there was good give and
take.

The Quincy Blues Fest gath-
ering was apparently a success
with 18 classic cars on display. One
of which was Blair's beautiful and
storied 1950 TD. Not surprisingly
- it walked away with the people's
choice award!

British car week is between
May 26th and June 3rd.  A joint
venture ride to the coast with other
clubs was discussed and informa-
tion on that will be disseminated
as it is fleshed out.

Respectfully submitted,

Is coming to your
town & your club

is the host -
help show

everyone what  is
meant by

“BBMGs Southern
Hospitaliy”

November 2-4, 2007
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The MG display area will be behind buildings “B & C”. To be close
to your car ask for reservations “down & out” in building “B” or “C”.
(“B” is closer to the display area.) Rendezvous Hospitality & Regis-
tration room is in “B 1217” & open until 9:00 pm on Friday.

Friday Afternoon & Evening - October 12
Upon arrival at the Ramada Inn, join us in the hospitality room “B
1217” where you will find Rendezvous Registration, complimentary
beverages & snacks. We invite you to bring Auction items. Drop off
your Auction items here. Hospitality room will be open until 9:30 pm.
The Bar-B-Que picnic, 6 to 7:30 pm, will be held adjacent to the
hospitality room & MG Display area. Silent Auction & Raffle tickets

Saturday Morning - October 13
Hospitality Room opens at 7 am.
Complimentary Coffee, Tea, Juice & Pastry.
MG Flea Market, Regalia. Silent Auction & Raffle tickets
10am MGs Displayed on the Grass & People’s Choice voting begins
(deposit in ballots box in display area by 2pm)

Saturday Afternoon - October 13
MG Display continues & People’s Choice voting continues,

(deposit in ballots box in display area by 2pm)
Silent Auction & Raffle ticket sales continue
Scenic driving tour of beautiful countryside or
Mechanics Tech Session

Saturday Evening - October 13
6pm Cocktail hour - Cash Bar - Silent Auction & Raffle tickets
7pm Dinner & Outrageous Shirt Judging
Wear your most outrageous shirt for great prizes!
Silent Auction & Raffle Winners
Peoples Choice Awards
Door prize drawings

Noggin n’ Natter at Hospitality
Room afterwards!

Sunday Morning - October 14:
Hospitality Room opens at 7 am.
Complimentary Coffee, Tea, Juice & Pastry.

Safety Fast & Cheerio until next Rendezvous !

Information call (904) 940-5848 or email:
josephkaiser@bellsouth.net until September 7th.

After (850) 681-6332 ext. 35 or email: jp@boutinbrown.com

Registration Fee
The fee is for one MG two people and their children up to 14
years. Fee includes Hospitality Room Complimentary Beverages,
Snacks, Coffee, Tea, Juice and Pastry for all registrants.

REGISTER NOW!
Registration before Sepember 14: $30.00 $ __________
Registration after Sepember 14 $35.00 $ __________
Registration October 12 or after $40.00 $ __________
Friday Bar-B-Que Picnic @ $15.00 ea. x ____ =$ __________
Pork, Chicken, Bake Beans, Cole Slaw, Bread, Iced Tea

Saturday AM: Coffee, Tea, Juice, Pastry in Hospitality Room
Complimentary to registrants (number of participants) _____
Saturday Evening:
Register early because Banquet seating is limited.
“Rendezvous” Banquet @ $32.00 ea.  x ____ = $ _________
Please check type & number of meal(s) desired:
__Veggie Plate __London Broil  __Chicken Cordon Bleu

Sunday AM: Coffee, Tea, Juice, Pastry in Hospitality Room
Complimentary to registrants (number of participants) _____

“Rendezvous”  Regalia
These quality white with 3 color T-shirts and Sweatshirts are

sure to be a big hit!  Order now.
Sweatshirt @ $18.00 ea. x ____ =$ __________

Sweatshirts Size & Quantity
S ___   M ___   L ___   XL ___   XXL ___

T-Shirt @ $12.00 ea. x ____ =$ __________
T-Shirts Size & Quantity
S ___   M ___   L ___   XL ___   XXL ___

Total amount enclosed $ __________
Make Checks payable to:  Big Bend MGs

Please note: Guests are welcome, but must be registered to take
part in any “Rendezvous”  meal function or planned activity.  The
Hotel has rooms reserved for “Rendezvous 2007”.
Other Area Accommodations:
Holiday Inn, Comfort Inn, Days Inn, Hampton Inn all handy.
Please register early. Advanced planning & ordering of items
needed to host this event is much easier if we know the number
of people who will be attending. Thank You! BBMGs

“Rendezvous”  REGISTRATION
Please mail with your check made payable to Big Bend MGs:
BBMGs, JP Brown, 346 Office Plaza Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32301

Name/s _________________________________________

Name/s _________________________________________
(Please print the first and last names of all attending)

Address _________________________________________

City State ZIP ____________________________________

Phone Number ___________________________________

E-mail address ___________________________________

Year/Model MG __________________________________
Flea Market space needed?   __ Yes    __ No

Vendors must be registered  •  Free Flea Market space to registrants
Tables or chairs not provided for Flea Market spaces.

www.bigbendmgs.com for information & updates

Make room reservations directly with the headquarters hotel:
Ramada Inn & Conference Center

2900 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32303
(850) 386-1027 • Fax (850) 422-1025

Don’t Call Ramada National number for these rates
You MUST ask for “Rendezvous 2007” rate when reserving
your room. THESE SPECIALLY PRICED RESERVATIONS
WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE AFTER SEPTEMBER 13TH.
Reservations must be made prior to September 14th to get the
special room rates starting at $69.95 per room per night.
These reduced rates are available to Rendezvous 2007 registrants
only for 1 day  before and after our event, if you want to come
early and/or stay later. If the hotel fills, there are alternate
accommodations listed on our Form.

Rendezvous
2007
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MGB Boot/Trunk Emergency Release
by Clifton Gordon, from Quadriga NC MG Club, with permission

In my article on the bonnet release I said
I would post if I figured out a boot release. I
did some experimenting and have installed
one in my 74 MGB that works. I wanted to
avoid having the release cable exposed to the
storage area in the boot. I was almost success-
ful but there is a small loop just behind the
latch, I think it will not be a problem. The
materials I used were a small piece of 1/8”
galvanized metal, A used MGB bonnet release

cable I pulled from a parts car, a 1/8”-27 brass
pipe plug and two small screws with nuts and
washers. Tools needed are a drill and some
bits, basic hand tools, hack saw, a good vise
helps, and a 1/8” pipe tap. The release is for
locks that are opened with a push button as
used on MGB’s.

The latch assembly should be removed
to provide access. I drilled a 1/8” hole in the
latch lever near the top where the push button
contacts the lever. I used a length of 1/8” thick
1” wide galvanized steel for a cable bracket.
It’s easier to drill all the holes before cutting

the bracket to the cor-
rect length, it is about
11/4” long, it’s not a
critical dimension.
Drill two 1/4” holes in
the end of the bracket
to fit the existing holes
in the latch frame.
Mark the bracket at the
edge of the latch metal
frame. Place the
bracket in a vise and
bend it at the mark. The
bend should be around
15 degrees, you want
the bracket bent so that
the cable will be point-
ing toward the hole in
latch lever. Use a 11/
32” drill to drill the
hole for the 1/8”-27 brass pipe plug, this hole
needs to be close to the latch frame to get the
correct position for the cable to align with the
hole in the lever. Use a 1/8”-27 pipe tap to
make threads in the bracket. Screw in the brass
plug and drill a 1/8” hole through it, try to get
the hole in the center. Now you need to drill a
counter sink hole almost through the plug to
retain the cable sheath, the bonnet cable I used
required a 13/64” drill. I installed the cable in
the rear bulkhead
on the drivers
side, I wanted it
to come through
near the top of the
boot area. I ran
the cable through
the boot lid frame
and it’s currently
held in place with
some strips of
pipe insulation

foam. I used a nylon tie to secure the cable to
the boot hinge.

The photos will show where everything
fits. There are a couple of points to consider
before installing an emergency release. One
is security, since I have the release knob on
the bulkhead behind the drive seat it could be
opened by someone interested in the boot
contents. It may never be a problem because it
isn’t supposed to have a release. The second
point is that the release may not work if the
boot lid gets stuck due to a striker adjustment
problem. I don’t want to misadjust my striker
to test that theory. I had the boot lid stick when
I installed struts, some knee pressure on the
license plate bracket worked for that problem.
If you lose your key or the bolt retaining the
lock cam loosens the emergency release will
open the boot. It’s something like a fire extin-
guisher, you hope you never need it.

Safety Fast.

A Up Close Look at the End Result

The Release Cable

The Boot Latch

The Modified Boot Latch
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The purpose of the BBMGs is to
encourage the members in the

acquisition, preservation,
restoration, exhibition, and use of

the MG automobile

www.bigbendmgs.com
OFFICERS

Prime Minister
BILL THOMPSON

2431 Oakdale St.
Tallahassee, FL 32312

850-385-6581
BThom32312@aol.com

Vice Chancellor
GARY SISCO

233 Talquin Oaks Ln.
Quincy, FL 32351

GSx42@earthlink.net
Secretary

TOM & WANDA PHARES
590 Groveland Hills Dr.
Tallahassee, FL  32317

850-878-3996
twjphares@comcast.net

Chancellor of the Exchequer
WANDA BROWN

1981 Charlais St.
Tallahassee, FL 32317

wbrown@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
Registrar

J.P. BROWN
1981 Charlais St

Tallahassee, FL 32317
850-681-6332 x35

jp@BoutinBrown.com
WebMaster

VERA DARBY
6340 Promenade Ct.

Tallahassee, FL  32312
850-893-4659-Home

 verad04@comcast.net
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman
MIKE MILLER

6011 Ox Bottom Manor Dr.
Tallahassee, FL 32312
850-668-4200-Work
850-893-1417-Home

dcmikem@hotmail.com
BILL FORTENBERRY

135 Partridge Trail
Warner Robins, GA  31088

478-953-2808
 IWFortenberry@aol.com

BLAIR ENGLE
4068 Roscrea Drive

Tallahassee, FL  32309
850-385-2821

bengle001@comcast.net
DAVID STREIT

3023 Shamrock St. N
Tallahassee, FL 32309

850-893-6056
destreit@msn.com

Editors
PHEONA & JOE KAISER

220 Edge of Woods Road
St. Augustine, FL 32092-0781

Pheona_Joe@bellsouth.net

• It is not too early to ask the businesses you patronize to contribute a Door Prize or Silent
Auction item to BBMGs Rendezvous 2007 - Start asking TODAY!

• Become a published writer - Contributions to Tally Ho are solicited always!
Just put it on paper or email and your editor will clean it up if necessary and
publish it! Your articles, stories, technical tips, pictures, or just plain lies are
solicited for the newsletter. Please send to your editors!
Pheona_Joe@bellsouth.net

• Don’t forget Big Bend MGs in your will. Have a lasting effect on MGs and BBMGs!

FYI We’re on the Web!
www.bigbendmgs.com

BBMGs  Meeting - June 19th  will be at LOGAN’S ROADHOUSE
RESTAURANT  on 750 Apalachee Parkway, at Broward Street.

COMING EVENTS

Aug. 9-12 University Motors Summer Party Extravaganza, Registration form & Info <http://
www.universitymotorsltd.com>  for updates!

Sept. 7-9 GOF-SE Hiawassee, GA. Ramada at Lk. Chatuge (800) 613 4349 SE MG discount! The
Southeastern MG T Register always puts on a great event in the beautiful mountains of
north Georgia. This is one not to miss. Many of our club members have attended in
previous years and enjoyed the hospitality and beauty of the area. Registration & Info
pages 4 & 5.

Oct 12-14   BBMGs Rendezvous 2007 All MG Models Event
Oct. 20 British Car Classic, St. Augustine,

Fla.,  hosted by MG Classics, Info at
www.mgclassics.org

Apr. 11-13, 08 GOF-S, Silver Springs, Fla., hosted by
SunCoast Classic MG Club, Info at
www.britishcarclub.net

Nov. 7-9, 08 JAMBOREE 16, St. Petersburg, Fla.,
hosted by FSMGCC. Info at
www.fsmgcc.????

November 2-4, 2007



346 Office Plaza Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32301-2730

BBMGs Meeting on June 17th at Logan’s Roadhouse Restaurant, 750 Apalachee Parkway

Portable Luggage Rack: No holes in your
boot lid, use it only when you need it.
Chrome has some flaws, but overall very
presentable. 17"x24"  $100 - Contact Tom
Phares at twjphares@comcast.net or 850-
878-3996

1991 Jaguar XJS V12 convertible, 2nd owner, 50K miles, enhanced
cooling sys-
tem, all
s h o c k s ,
b r a k e s ,
hoses, filters,
tune up, flu-
ids, battery,
Pirelli tires - all new within the last 2K miles, black with tan interior.
$19,000  jp@boutinbrown.com

68 TR 250+, Excellent restoration project, minimal rust, with lots of
good spares
including 3
fenders, 2
hoods, Left
and Right
doors, wind-
shield, etc.
$3,000 buys
it all. jp@boutinbrown.com

MGB - Dual Carbs - Engine cranks but does not run. Partially Re-
stored - Solid body w/first primer coat - Gas tank cleaned & sealed.
Great project car, $800 OBO. Dick - 561-967-5135

1963 Austin Healey Sprite. Red with new black interior, engine has
been reworked. Rob Herbert - 850-508-1296. Asking $7,000 OBO
Blair Engle  - Moss Distributor. Call for discount prices. We spe-
cialize in SU carb restorations. 385-2821 or bengle001@comcast.net

Rafael’s AutoWorks - ASE Certified, 850-212-3689

Check www.bigbendmgs.com website for more classifieds!

CLASSIFIEDS

Please provide your email address when submitting ads.

Thanks
to contributors to this months TALLY

HO:
Bill Thompson,Clifton Gordon, Blair

Engle, Tom Phares and Gary Sisco

Where are the other BBMGs
contributors?

Rendezvous
2007

BBMGs
Southern Hospitaliy!

November 2-4, 2007


