
April, 2005

Volume 7, Issue 9 Tally Ho              
Join us at our
Club Meeting:

Meetings are held
the second
Tuesday of the
month, starting at
6:30pm, at the
Killearn Country
Club.

This month’s
meeting is April 16,
2005, 9:00am,
(breakfast meeting)
at the Killearn
Country Club.

Next month’s
meeting is May 10,
2005, 6:30pm, at
the Killearn Country
Club.
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By Bud Nocera

The month began with four intrepid BBMG
Club members (Art and Nancy Ayotte, Jim
Collins, yours truly, and guest pooch, Cleo-
the-Wonder-Dog) braving the chill Saturday
morning air for a trip to the Scottish Festival
and British Car Show in Panama City. We
left at 8:00 a.m. and headed East on FL 20,
with Cleo navigating in the passenger seat of
my MGA. Art and Nancy’s mighty XPAG
engine missed nary a beat as the MGTD,
MGA and Jensen Healy motored onward into
new time zones and past the thriving
metropolises of Bloxam, Hosford, Bristol
and Clarksville.

The event was an eclectic mix of things

Prime Minister’s Message

Minutes of Meeting
Big Bend MG Club Minutes

The March meeting of the BBMG's was
called to order at 6:30.  The Treasurer's
report was read and accepted.  Old business:
Club badges are $23.00 and must be pre-
ordered.  Again it was discussed about how
the club could raise money. Some ideas
include advertising in the newsletter or
hosting a car wash.  The St. Marks Invasion
was put hold indefinitely due to lack of
interest. A tech-session will be held at
Rafael's shop on Sat. 26th from 9:00 till???
Club members were asked to think of a new
meeting place with enough room (chairs) to
accommodate us.  New business:  Tom
Phaires announced he is taking orders for
the new shirts and you may pick the style
and color you desire.  A vote was taken on
raising the club dues and it unanimously
passed to raise dues from $15.00 to $25.00 a
year.  This is retroactive for the year 2005.
Blair Engle is no longer a Moss dealer but
our Vice-Chancellor Rafael Gonzalez is in
the process of becoming our new Moss
representative.  The meeting was adjourned
for dinner.

Scottish and a goodly number of British motor
cars. There were BIG men in skirts tossing
telephone poles (one of whom was a dead
ringer for Fat B______ from the Austin
Powers movies); pasties (that’s something
Scottish one eats, not something one wears),
short bread, fish and chips and much, much
more to eat.

There were also sutlers selling everything from
bagpipe parts to family histories. Prizes were
won by all and we took the “long way” home
about 3 p.m. via US 98 through Mexico Beach
with a stop in Apalachicola for an oysters and
fresh grouper dinner. Cleo thought it was a
grand outing with many kids to pet her, dogs
to sniff, and other interesting stuff to see and
do. She slept soundly in the footwell of the
MGA on the way back from Apalachicola,
leaving me to my own navigational duties.

The Saturday before Easter saw our first tech
session at Raphael’s garage. While all were
safety checked, my informed sources tell me
that Paul Darby got his MGA’s steering wheel
correctly fitted so that the logo in the center is
not at an angle when the wheels point straight
ahead. Kim was the lucky one in that it was
determined her B had nada fluid in the
differential. Not good for long trips or around-
town driving. Jody helped Tom by adjusting
his carburetors and our newest member, Geo,
got an oil change as part of the deal. Mark,
Peter and David were there as well, making
sure that the Coronas were at a proper
temperature for safe consumption.
Con’t on pg. 2
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Next Mee:

Classifieds

PM Message-Con’t from pg. 1

Our April meeting will be our first Saturday Morning meeting, held at Killearn Country Club on
the 16th.  Tom will have our T-shirts and golf shirts, so be sure to bring your checkbook to pay
for the one(s) you ordered!

April is a busy month with the GOF in Sebring the weekend before (April 8-10), along with the
Legends on the Green car show at World Golf Village (April 8-9). Conflicting with our meeting
is the April 15-16 Pensacola British Car Show and the following weekend is the NAMGAR Key
West tour.

April will be a great month to be on the road with our MGs.  I hope you plan to attend at least
one of the distance events and, of course, we hope to see you at the meeting!

Best regards,
Bud Nocera
Prime Minister and
Chauffeur to Cleo-the-Wonder-Dog
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Safeway Automotive - British Car Repair & Restoration, New & Used
British Car Parts business, Orlando Florida.
http://safewayautomotive.alterxp.com

Mobile MG Mechanic: Jody Miller at 850-562-7472

Safeway Automotive - British Car Repair & Restoration, New & Used British Car Parts business,
Orlando Florida.   http://safewayautomotive.alterxp.com

Check the website for more classifieds!
www.bigbendmgs.com

Tech Tips from the Little British Car Company
 (www.lbcarco.com)

Windshield Wipers for MGA
This Tech Tip is from Bill Heller.

I don't seek out opportunities to use the windscreen wipers on my 1500 Roadster, but occasionally I've needed
them badly. Wouldn't it be nice if they'd actually did what they are supposed to do, namely wipe the raindrops from
the windscreen? I was tired of the poor performance of the original style wipers and looked for a substitute with
more spring pressure on the glass but still of the same (or close) small size. I found a good solution in the
stainless steel arms and blades that fit the MG Midget. These are part #'s 164-615 and 165-046 respectively. They
snap right on the wiper posts of the MGA, and with their stainless construction look a lot like the chromed versions
original to the MGA. A purist might be bothered a bit since the arms are shorter and not quite as angled as the A's,
and so won't park flat at the windscreen frame (at least not without changing the angle of the tip via brute force).
But I'm happy with the result: now the windscreen gets cleaned of droplets, and only a concourse judge will notice
the wiper arms!
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Prime Minister: Bud Nocera
427 Merlin Way
Tallahassee, FL 32301
850-656-8835
E-mail: flnocera@aol.com

Vice Chancellor: Rafael Gonzalez
508 Concord Rd.
Tallahassee, FL 32308
850-656-3205
E-mail: gonzalezrgmg@comcast.net

Secretary: Jim Collins
2917 Joyce Dr.
Tallahassee, FL 32303
850-514-1033
E-mail: marlinjim66@msn.com

Officers and Board of Directors

2005 Meetings At A Glance

May 10, 2005 - Killearn Country Club Dinner Meeting, 6:30pm

June 14, 2005 - Killearn Country Club Dinner Meeting, 6:30pm

July 16, 2005 - Killearn Country Club Breakfast Meeting, 9:00am

August 9, 2005 - Killearn Country Club Dinner Meeting, 6:30pm

September 13, 2005 - Killearn Country Club Dinner Meeting, 6:30pm

October 15, 2005 - Killearn Country Club Breakfast Meeting, 9:00am

November 8, 2005 - Killearn Country Club Dinner Meeting, 6:30pm

December 13, 2005 - Killearn Country Club Dinner Meeting, 6:30pm

Chancellor of the Exchequer:
Wanda Brown

Tallahassee, FL

E-Mail:
wbrown@garnet.acns.fsu.edu

Registrar: J.P. Brown
1981 Charlais St.
Tallahassee, FL 32317
850-681-6332 x35
E-mail: jp@BoutinBrown.com

Chairman of the Board:
Paul Darby
6340 Promenade Ct.
Tallahassee, FL 32312
850-893-4659
E-mail: tlh727qf@cs.com

Board of Directors:
Terry Hamrick
991 Tung Hill Dr.
Tallahassee, FL 32311
E-mail: mg-om@nettally.net

Tom Phares
590 Groveland Hills Dr.
Tallahassee, FL 32311
850-878-3996
E-mail:
pharesw@hhinternet.com

Joe Carter
2930 Gerald Dr.
Tallahassee, FL 32310
850-383-3400

Remember:
Dues for the year have increased to $25 and were due by the end of
January.  If you have not paid yet, please Mail a check (payable to Big
Bend MG’s) to Wanda Brown, 1981 Charlais St., Tallahassee, FL 32317.

If you have paid the original $15, please send the balance of $10 to the
above address.



April 15-16, 2005

The Panhandle British Car Association will
be hosting the Thirteenth Annual Pensacola Beach
British Car Show on April 16, 2005.  For early
arrivals, the PROTOADS* will again offer a "Red
Beans and Rice" Social from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Friday, April 15th. Registration is open Friday
night and from 8:00 am to noon on Saturday.   For
more information, assistance, or to become a
sponsor at our show, contact
Tom Schmitz, 9609 Soldiers Creek Dr, Lillian, AL,
36549 (251) 961-7171, tschmitz@ametro.net .
(* Procrastinating Triumph Owners And Driving
Society)
***********************************************
April 28-May 1, 2005

MG-Triumph Challenge-a race between MG
Vintage Racers and Triumphs.  To be held at Road
Atlanta, a 2.54 mile track set in the rolling hills of
Georgia. The address is 5300 Winder Hwy,
Braselton, GA 30517.  There will be many special
activities, including a joint dinner and a tour of
nearby Panoz Auto
 Development operation.  For more information,
contact one of the following:
 MGVR-www.ngvr.com, or call 770-253-8746, or
e-mail Bob Spruck at bspruck@mindspring.com.
 Friends of Triumphs -www.for-racing.com, or e-
mail Joe Alexander at N197TR4@cs.com
 Road Atlanta (the track) www.roadatlanta.com, or
call 1-800-849-RACE or 770-697-6143
 HSR (Historic Sportscar Racing)
www.hsrrace.com or call 888-477-5999 or 404-
298-5616.

Upcoming Events – British Car Clubs

The next Big Bend MG Club Tech session will be Saturday, May 21 at 10 a.m.
at Raphael's shop on Capital Circle. If you have a lingering problem or an issue
with your car that you think would make a good learning example for the club,
call Raphael at 212-3689. We will tackle one big problem or perhaps a few small
ones. So if you have a mechanical or electrical gremlin for the club to learn from,
give Raphael a call. Then, in the next newsletter, we will inform the club of the
topic for the next tech session.

Welcome to the Big
Bend Mgs Club

 The purpose of the
Big Bend MGs club
is to encourage the

members in the
acquisition,

preservation,
restoration,

exhibition, and use
of the MG

automobile.

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.bigbendmgs.com

VERA DARBY,
NEWLSETTER EDITOR

 6340 Promenade Ct.
Tallahassee, FL 32312

850-893-4659
E-mail:

verad04@comcast.net

April 20-24, 2005

NAMGAR in Key West-Meet in Miami
on April 20, 2005, at the Hilton Miami
Airport Hotel. A block of rooms is
reserved at a discounted rate. There is
lots of secure parking. This is the staging
area. Current plan is to have a happy
hour reception that evening. Then on
Thursday, April 21 at about 10:00 a.m.,
head south. There will be a caravan to
Key West. Figure on about a three-hour
drive.  No one should get lost-there is
only one road.  Meet at the Doubletree
Grand Key Resort, on Key West. There
is secured parking at the resort with a
block of rooms reserved at a discounted
rate. First come, first served. Current
plans are for a Scavenger Hunt and a -
Distance Award. Sorry, the distance
award will only be for those driving a
NAMGAR registered MGA. A special
dash plaque will be given to each
registrant. A group dinner is planned at a
restaurant on Mallory Square, where it is
rumored you will find the most gorgeous
sunsets in the world. Scheduled
departure is on Sunday, April 24.


